Dec. 9t & 10", 2023
Prepare the way of the Lord

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, - one God, who opens the heavens and draws near to us with salvation.

A: Amen.

P: God is patient and merciful, desiring all to come to repentance. Trusting this promise of grace, let us confess our sin.
P: Everlasting God,

A: you love justice and you hate wrongdoing. We confess the fear, greed, and self-centeredness that make us
reluctant to work against oppression. We are complicit in systems of exploitation.

A: We choose comfort over courage. We are careless with creation’s bounty. Look upon us with mercy. Turn our
hearts again to you. Make us glad to do your will and to walk in your ways for the sake of our waiting world. Amen.
P: Hear these words of assurance: God clothes you with garments of salvation and covers you with robes of
righteousness. In the tender compassion of = Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. God’s covenant is eternal, and God’s
blessing rests upon us all.

A: Amen.

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
A: And also with you.

Gathering Song
“Once in Royal David's City” (ELW 269)

Once in Royal David’s City
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I Oncein roy-al Da - vid's cit-y stood a low-ly cat - tle  shed,
2 He came down to earth from heav-en who is Godand Lord of all,
3 And our eyes at last shall see him,through his own re-deem-ing love;
4 Not in that poorlow - ly sta-ble, with the ox - en stand-ing by,
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where a  moth-er laid her ba - by in a man-ger for his  bed:
and his shel-ter was a sta - ble,and his cra - dle was a stall;
for that child so dear and gen - tle is our Lord in heav’n a - bove;
we shall see him; but in  heav - en, set at God’sright hand on high;
0 R —
s — % — - — i —
e = et
Mar-y was that moth-er mild, Je - sus Christ, her lit - tle child.
with the poor and meek and low-ly, lived on earth our Sav-ior ho-ly.
and he leads his chil - dren on to the place wherehe is  gone.
there his chil - dren gath - er round, bright like stars, with glo-ry crowned.

Prayer of the Day

P: Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his coming strengthen us to serve you with

purified lives; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now

and forever.
A: Amen.
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First Reading: Isaiah 40:1-11

Comfort, O comfort my people, says your God. Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that she has served her term,
that her penalty is paid, that she has received from the LORD’s hand double for all her sins. A voice cries out: “In the
wilderness prepare the way of the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted
up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain.

Then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all people shall see it together, for the mouth of the LORD has
spoken.” A voice says, “Cry out!” And | said, “What shall | cry?” All people are grass, their constancy is like the flower of
the field. The grass withers, the flower fades, when the breath of the LORD blows upon it; surely the people are grass.
The grass withers, the flower fades; but the word of our God will stand forever. Get you up to a high mountain, O Zion,
herald of good tidings; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; say to
the cities of Judah, “Here is your God!” See, the Lord GOD comes with might, and his arm rules for him; his reward is
with him, and his recompense before him. He will feed his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms, and
carry them in his bosom, and gently lead the mother sheep. The word of the Lord, A: Thanks be to God.

Psalmody: Psalm 85:1-2, 8-13

L: You have been gracious to your land, O LORD; you have restored the good fortune of Jacob.

A: You have forgiven the iniquity of your people and blotted out all their sins.

L: I will listen to what the LORD God is saying; for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn their
hearts to you.

A: Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you, that your glory may dwell in our land.

L: Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together; righteousness and peace have kissed each other.

A: Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth, and righteousness shall look down from heaven.

L: The LORD will indeed grant prosperity, and our land will yield its increase.

A: Righteousness shall go before the LORD and shall prepare for God a pathway.

Second Reading: 2 Peter 3:8-15a

Do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like
one day. The Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is patient with you, not wanting any to
perish, but all to come to repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away
with a loud noise, and the elements will be dissolved with fire, and the earth and everything that is done on it will be
disclosed. Since all these things are to be dissolved in this way, what sort of persons ought you to be in leading lives of
holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set
ablaze and dissolved, and the elements will melt with fire? But, in accordance with his promise, we wait for new heavens
and a new earth, where righteousness is at home. Therefore, beloved, while you are waiting for these things, strive to be
found by him at peace, without spot or blemish; and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation. The word of the

Lord, A: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation “Alleluia” (Setting 1, ELW pg. 102)
Alleluia, Alleluia,
Alleluia, Alleluia.

Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.

Alleluia, Alleluia,
Alleluia, Alleluia.
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Gospel: Mark 1:1-8

P: The holy gospel according to Mark. A: Glory to you, O Lord.

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, “See, | am sending
my messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way; the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way
of the Lord, make his paths straight,”” John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem
were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was clothed with
camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is
more powerful than | is coming after me; | am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. | have
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” The gospel of the Lord, A: Praise to you, O Christ!

Hymn of the Day
“O Little Town of Bethlehem ” (ELW 279)

O Little Town of Bethlehem
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O lit - tle town of Beth-le-hem,how still we see thee lie!
For Christ is born of Mar - 'y, and, gath-ered all a - bove
How si - lent-1ly, how si - lent-ly the won -drous gift is  giv'n!
O ho - ly child of Beth-le-hem, de - scend to us, we pray;
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A - bove thy deep and dream-less sleep the si - lent stars go  by;
while mor-tals sleep, the an - gels keep their watch of won-d’ring love.
So God im-parts to  hu - man hearts the bless-ings of his heav'n.
cast out our sin, and en - ter in, be born in us to - day.
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yet in thy dark streets shin - eth the ev - er - last - ing light.
O morn-ing stars, to - geth - er pro - claim the ho - ly birth,
No ear may hear his com - ing; but, in this world of sin,
We  hear the Christ-mas an - gels the great glad tid - ings  tell;
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The hopes and fears of  all the years are met in thee to - night.
and prais-es sing to God the king, and peace to  all the earth!
where meek souls will re - ceive him, still the dear Christ en - ters in.
oh, come to us, a - bide with us, our Lord Im - man - u - el!
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Apostles’ Creed
A: | believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our

Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead.

A: On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers Of Intercession

L: With hope and expectation, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who await God’s day of
restoration.

L: Send forth your faithful people with words of promise and forgiveness. Teach your church to be bold in revealing your
good news in word and in deed. Merciful God,

A: receive our prayer.

L: Reveal your majesty in mountain peaks, flowing rivers, and blossoming wilderness roads. Heal the earth where it longs
for renewal. Bring wholeness to the earth and all its creatures. Merciful God,

A: receive our prayer.

L: Turn the hearts of the nations toward righteousness and peace. Increase cooperation for justice between countries,
commonwealths, political parties, and diplomatic leaders. In times of prosperity, direct leaders to be generous for the
sake of all. Merciful God,

A: receive our prayer.

L: Comfort your people with tender words of love and healing. Surround all who are grieving, all who know depression
or anxiety, or all who feel lonely or forgotten. Be a steadfast presence when all else feels uncertain. Merciful God,

A: receive our prayer.

L: Grant holy patience to all who are waiting this season. Give hope to those seeking employment. Bring reassurance to
people awaiting new diagnoses or treatments. Protect expectant parents. Watch with those who keep bedside vigil.
Merciful God,

A: receive our prayer.

L: With you a thousand years is like a day. Bless the memory of the saints from ages past and the anticipation of saints
yet to be born. Inspire us to live with faith as we await your new heaven and new earth. Merciful God,

A: receive our prayer.

L: Listen to these and all our prayers, O God of hosts, and restore us with your great and everlasting mercy.

A: Amen.

Sharing of the Peace
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
A: And also with you.

Offertory Song
“Angels We Have Heard on High” (ELW 289, ver. 1)

1 Angels we have heard on high,
sweetly singing o'er the plains,
and the mountains in reply,
echoing their joyous strains.
Gloria in excelsis Deo;
gloria in excelsis Deo.
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Offertory Prayer

P: God our provider, by your merciful hand abundance springs up from the earth. Receive and bless these gifts of your
own bounty. Let them be a sign of your steadfast love and faithfulness for all people, through Jesus Christ our Savior.
A: Amen.

The Dialogue
P: The Lord be with you.

A: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

A: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

A: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you,
almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the
Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in
righteousness.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
(Setting 1, ELW pg. 108)
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Thanksgiving at the Table

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

P: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in
my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

A: Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

A: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth asiitis in
heaven.

A: Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
P: In this meal, righteousness and peace meet together. Come, take your place at the table.
A: Amen.
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“O Lamb of God” (Setting 1, ELW pg. 112)

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world; have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace.

Featured Music
“Prepare the Way” by Bethel Music

Prayer After Communion

P: Generous God, in bread and cup you have revealed your glory for all people to see together. Nourished by this meal,
send us out to proclaim your good news of liberation and release, brought to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior.

A: Amen.

Blessing

P: The God of peace bless you, the love of Christ sustain you in hope, and the anointing of the Spirit -+ remain upon you
now and forever.

A: Amen.

Sending
“Blessed Be the God of Israel” (ELW 250)

Blessed Be the God of Israel
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1 Blessed be the God of Is - ra - el who comesto set us free
2 With prom-ised mer - cy will God still the cov - e - nant re - call,
3 My child, as proph-et of the Lord you will pre-pare the way,
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and rais-es up new  hope for us: a Branch from Da-vid’s tree.
the oath once sworn to A - bra-ham, from foes to save us all;
to tell God’s peo - ple they are saved from sin’s e - ter-nal sway.
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So  have the proph-ets long de-clared that with a might-y arm
that we might wor - ship with-out fear and  of - fer lives of  praise,

Then shall God’s mer - cy from on high shine forth and nev - er  cease
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God would turnback our en - e - mies and all who wish us  harm.
in ho - li - ness and righ - teous-ness to serve God all our days.
to drive a - way the gloom of  death and lead us in - to  peace.
Dismissal
P: Go in peace. Keep awake.
A: Thanks be to God.




