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Thanksgiving for Baptism 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us birth, our light and our 
salvation. A: Amen. 
P: As we prepare to celebrate the gift of baptism, we remember some of those who were baptized in the last year: 
 
 Cole Ritenour  Nov. 19, 2022 
 Elizabeth Wingard Mar. 4 2023 
 Zada Grayson  May 7, 2023 
 Violet Pozun  May 13, 2023 
 Brooklyn Holby  Aug. 19, 2023 
 Ainsley Kylor  Aug. 26, 2023 
 Haden Ondesko  Oct. 28, 2023 
 
P: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. We give you thanks, O God, O Living One, for you have created all, and you 
water the earth abundantly. Oceans and aquifers praise you. Rivers and streams bless you. 
P: All life is sustained by you, our Source. We praise you for Christ, the firstborn from the dead, who frees us from sin 
and raises us up to new life. Here at this font we touch the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing through the 
city of God. Here, death is washed away forever. Here, we are grafted into the tree of life, with leaves for the healing of 
the world. 
P: Pour out your Holy Spirit on this assembly, into this community, and throughout all creation. Cleanse us from our 
fears and drown our divisions. Grant that all may drink of your mercy and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
A: Amen. 
 
Greeting 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
A: And also with you. 
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Gathering Song 
“Shall We Gather at the River” (ELW 423) 

 
 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P: Almighty God, you have knit your people together in one communion in the mystical body of your Son, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Grant us grace to follow your blessed saints in lives of faith and commitment, and to know the inexpressible 
joys you have prepared for those who love you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
A: Amen. 
 
First Reading: Revelation 7:9-17 
After this I looked, and there was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, from all tribes and 
peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, robed in white, with palm branches in their 
hands. They cried out in a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne, and to the 
Lamb!” And all the angels stood around the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures, and they fell on 
their faces before the throne and worshiped God, singing, “Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom and thanksgiving and 
honor and power and might be to our God forever and ever! Amen.” Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, “Who 
are these, robed in white, and where have they come from?” I said to him, “Sir, you are the one that knows.” Then he 
said to me, “These are they who have come out of the great ordeal; they have washed their robes and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb. For this reason they are before the throne of God, and worship him day and night within his 
temple, and the one who is seated on the throne will shelter them. They will hunger no more, and thirst no more; the 
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sun will not strike them, nor any scorching heat; for the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd, and he 
will guide them to springs of the water of life, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” The word of the 
Lord, A: Thanks be to God. 
 
Psalmody: Psalm 34:1-10, 22 
L: I will bless the LORD at all times; the praise of God shall ever be in my mouth. 
A: I will glory in the LORD; let the lowly hear and rejoice.  
L: Proclaim with me the greatness of the LORD; let us exalt God’s name together. 
A: I sought the LORD, who answered me and delivered me from all my terrors. 
L: Look upon the LORD and be radiant, and let not your faces be ashamed. 
A: I called in my affliction, and the LORD heard me and saved me from all my troubles.  
L: The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear the LORD and delivers them. 
A: Taste and see that the LORD is good; happy are they who take refuge in God! 
L: Fear the LORD, you saints of the LORD, for those who fear the LORD lack nothing. 
A: The lions are in want and suffer hunger, but those who seek the LORD lack nothing that is good. 
L: O LORD, you redeem the life of your servants, and those who put their trust in you will not be punished.  
 
Second Reading: 1 John 3:1-3 
See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are. The reason the 
world does not know us is that it did not know him. Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet 
been revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we will see him as he is. And all 
who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure. The word of the Lord, A: Thanks be to God. 
Gospel Acclamation 
Special selection  
 
Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12 
P: The holy gospel according to Matthew. 
A: Glory to you, O Lord.  
 
When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. Then he began 
to speak, and taught them, saying: 
 
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled. 
“Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
“Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 
Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you.”  
 
The gospel of the Lord, A: Praise to you, O Christ! 
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Hymn of the Day 
“Abide with Me” (ELW 629) 
 

 
Nicene Creed 
A: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
A: We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light 
from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all things were 
made. 
A: For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and 
became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  
A: On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
A: We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the 
Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets.  
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A: We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Prayers Of Intercession 
L: Let us turn our hearts to God, our breath and life, as we pray for the church, the world, and all who are in need. 
L: Holy God, the church triumphant gathers around your throne to praise you. We join them in worship and remember 
your sustaining grace in every generation. Heal our divisions; show us unity in your presence. Hear us, O God. 
A: Your mercy is great. 
L: Holy creator, we marvel at your creation revealed in the cycle of seasons, changing landscapes, and the rise and fall of 
ocean tides. Turn us from selfish consumption and open us to gentle healing of the earth so all creation thrives. Hear us, 
O God. 
A: Your mercy is great. 
L: Holy advocate, we lift grateful hearts for the ability to vote and elect leaders. Grant wisdom to those who will be 
elected and safety to poll workers. May civic leaders serve the whole community, especially all who are 
underrepresented or oppressed. Hear us, O God. 
A: Your mercy is great. 
L: Holy healer, bless the brokenhearted and all who mourn. Send your compassion to all who grieve, grant wholeness to 
those who are sick, and accompany the dying. Be near to all who need you. Hear us, O God. 
A: Your mercy is great. 
L: Holy comforter, we pray for this congregation, that the promise of your new life may be shared and experienced. We 
pray for the funeral ministry of this congregation, that families and friends seeking your love find it here. Hear us, O God. 
A: Your mercy is great. 
L: Holy One, for the saints who now rest in your mercy, we give you thanks. We remember their witness of faithfulness 
and love.  
 
 Dale Bower   July 8, 2022 
 Jayne Dunbar   Nov. 7, 2022 
 Joann Greene    Nov. 29, 2022 
 Howard Weaver  Dec. 12, 2022 
 Natalie Zerby   Dec. 16,2022 
 Pat Von Lunen   Jan. 15,2023 
 Tom Toomey   Jan. 16, 2023 
 Francis Clark   Jan. 28, 2023 
 Gertrude Allison  Feb. 8, 2023 
 Jeane Williams   Feb. 8, 2023 
 Dennis Hostetler  Feb. 16, 2023 
 Anna Mae Wagner  Mar. 8, 2023 
 Francis Luther   Mar. 13, 2023 
 Jean Pellon   Mar. 28, 2023 
 June Gresh   Mar. 31 2023 
 Hellen Finnegan  Apr. 15, 2023 
 Dorothy Bell   Apr. 16, 2023 
 Alvin Just   Apr. 20, 2023 
 Dolores Boothman  Apr. 21, 2023 
 Barbara Rohrabaugh  July 9, 2023 
 Dalton Blough   July 25, 2023 
 George Oleska   Aug. 27, 2023 
 Sally Shaffer   Sept. 5, 2023 
 Bernie Brown   Sept. 23, 2023 



Nov. 4th & 5th, 2023 
God will wipe away every tear from their eyes 

 

 

6 

 Rich Mills   Oct. 3, 2023 
 Paul Mayket   Oct. 13, 2023 
 Nancy Hill   Oct. 18, 2023 
 David Louder   Oct. 20, 2023 
 Marie Withers   Oct. 23, 2023 
 Lois J. Wingard    Oct. 25, 2023 
 
Praise to you for the eternal life they have been given through Jesus Christ. Hear us, O God. 
A: Your mercy is great. 
L: We offer our spoken prayers and those held in our hearts trusting in your mercy; through Jesus Christ our Savior and 
Lord. 
A: Amen. 
 
Sharing of the Peace 
P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 
A: And also with you. 
 
Offertory Song 
“Come, Ye Disconsolate” 
(ELW 607, ver. 1 & 3) 
1 Come, ye disconsolate, where'er ye languish; 
 come to the mercy-seat, fervently kneel. 
 Here bring your wounded hearts, 
 here tell your anguish; 
 earth has no sorrow that heav'n cannot  heal. 
3 Here see the Bread of life; see waters flowing 
 forth from the throne of God, pure from above. 
 Come to the feast of love; come, ever knowing 
 earth has no sorrow but heav'n can remove. 
 
Offertory Prayer 
P: God of all goodness, generations have turned to you, gathered around your table, and shared your abundant 
blessings. Number us among them that, as we gather these gifts from your abundance, and give thanks for your rich 
blessings, we may feast upon your very self and care for all that you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Sovereign and 
Servant. A: Amen. 
 
The Dialogue 
P: The Lord be with you. 
A: And also with you. 
P: Lift up your hearts. 
A: We lift them to the Lord. 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
A: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,  
that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior 
Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of 
everlasting life.  
And so, with all the choirs of angels,  
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
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(Setting 1, ELW pg. 108) 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 
Thanksgiving at the Table 
P:  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
P: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in 
my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  
A: Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
A: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven.  
A: Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever 
and ever. Amen. 
 
Invitation to Communion  
P: There is a place for you at the banquet. Come and feast at Jesus’ table. 
A: Amen. 
 
“O Lamb of God” 
(Setting 1, ELW pg. 112) 
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world; have mercy on us.  
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us peace. 
 
Featured Music 
“In the Garden” by Rosemary Siemens 
 
Prayer After Communion 
P: Lord Jesus, in this simple meal you have set a banquet. Sustain us on the journey, strengthen us to care for the least of 
your beloved children, and give us glad and generous hearts as we meet you on the way. A: Amen.  
 
Blessing 
P: May the God of all creation, in whose image we are made, who claims us and calls us beloved, who strengthens us for 

service, give you reason to rejoice and be glad! The blessing of God, Sovereign, ☩ Savior, and Spirit, be with you today 
and always.  
A: Amen. 
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Sending 
“Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling” (ELW 608) 
 

 
 
Dismissal 
P: Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 
A: Thanks be to God. 
 


