September 2" & 31, 2023
Those who lose their life for my sake will find it.

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity,F one God, who greets us in this and every season, whose word never fails, whose
promise is sure.

A: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors. Merciful God,

A: we confess that we have sinned. We have hurt our community. We have squandered your blessings. We have
hoarded your bounty. In the name of Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy.

P: Righteous God,

A: we confess that we have sinned. We have failed to be honest. We have lacked the courage to speak. We have
spoken falsely. In the name of Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy.

P: God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless grace when we fail. Claim the gift of God’s mercy:
you are freed and forgiven in the name of *F Jesus Christ.

A: Amen.

Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
A: And also with you.

Gathering Song
“Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” (ELW 836)
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1 Joy - ful, joy - ful we a- dore thee, God of glo-ry, Lord of love!
2 All thy works with joy sur-round thee, earth and heav'n re - flect thy rays,
3 Thouart giv - ing and for - giv - ing, ev - er bless-ing, ev - er blest,

H’I I | 1 r | I I I | | | I\ |

Hearts un - fold like flow’rs be-fore thee, prais-ing thee, their sun  a - bove.
stars and an-gels sing a-round thee, cen-ter of wun - bro - ken praise.
well-spring of the  joy of liv - ing, o -cean-depth of hap - py rest!
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Melt the clouds of sin and sad - ness, drive the gloom of doubt a - way.
Field and for - est, vale and moun-tain, flow-’ry mead-ow, flash-ing sea,
Thou our Fa - ther, Christ our broth-er, all who live in love are thine;
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Giv - er of 1im - mor - tal glad-ness, fill us with the light of day.

chant-ing bird, and flow-ing foun-tain call us to re - joice in thee.

teach us how to love each oth - er, lift us to the joy di-vine!
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September 2" & 31, 2023
Those who lose their life for my sake will find it.

Prayer of the Day

P: O God, we thank you for your Son, who chose the path of suffering for the sake of the world. Humble us by his
example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us strength to follow your commands, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. A: Amen.

First Reading: Jeremiah 15:15-21

O LORD, you know; remember me and visit me, and bring down retribution for me on my persecutors. In your
forbearance do not take me away; know that on your account | suffer insult. Your words were found, and | ate them,
and your words became to me a joy and the delight of my heart; for | am called by your name, O LORD, God of hosts. |
did not sit in the company of merrymakers, nor did | rejoice; under the weight of your hand | sat alone, for you had filled
me with indignation. Why is my pain unceasing, my wound incurable, refusing to be healed? Truly, you are to me like a
deceitful brook, like waters that fail. Therefore thus says the LORD: If you turn back, | will take you back, and you shall
stand before me. If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, you shall serve as my mouth. It is they who will
turn to you, not you who will turn to them. And | will make you to this people a fortified wall of bronze; they will fight
against you, but they shall not prevail over you, for | am with you to save you and deliver you, says the LORD. | will
deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, and redeem you from the grasp of the ruthless. The word of the Lord,

A: Thanks be to God.

Psalmody: Psalm 26:1-8

L: Give judgment for me, O LORD, for | have lived with integrity; | have trusted in the LORD and have not faltered.
A: Test me, O LORD, and try me; examine my heart and my mind.

L: For your steadfast love is before my eyes; | have walked faithfully with you.

A: | have not sat with the worthless, nor do | consort with the deceitful.

L: I have hated the company of evildoers; | will not sit down with the wicked.

A: 1 will wash my hands in innocence, O LORD, that | may go in procession round your altar,

L: singing aloud a song of thanksgiving and recounting all your wonderful deeds.

A: LORD, | love the house in which you dwell and the place where your glory abides.

Second Reading: Romans 12:9-21

Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with mutual affection; outdo one
another in showing honor. Do not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering,
persevere in prayer. Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. Bless those who persecute
you; bless and do not curse them. Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. Live in harmony with one
another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you are. Do not repay anyone
evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the sight of all. If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live
peaceably with all. Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it is written, “Vengeance
is mine, | will repay, says the Lord.” No, “if your enemies are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something
to drink; for by doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil
with good. The word of the Lord, A: Thanks be to God.
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Those who lose their life for my sake will find it.

Gospel Acclamation “Alleluia” (Setting 10, ELW pg. 205)
Alleluia! Lord and Savior:
open now your saving word.
Let it burn like fire within us;
speak until our hearts are stirred.
Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the
good news that you bring.

Gospel: Matthew 16:21-28

P: The holy gospel according to Matthew. A: Glory to you, O Lord.

From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go
to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on
the third day be raised. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid it, Lord! This must never
happen to you.” But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are
setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will
lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but
forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? “For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory
of his Father, and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. Truly | tell you, there are some standing here
who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” The gospel of the Lord,

A: Praise to you, O Christ!

Hymn of the Day
“Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound” (ELW 779)

Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound
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I A - maz - ing grace!— how sweet the sound— that
2 "Twas  grace that taught  my heart to fear, and
3 Throughman - vy dan - gers, toils, and snares 1
4 The Lord has prom - ised good to me; his
5 When we’ve been there ten thou - sand  years, bright
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saved a wretch  like me! 1 once was  lost, but
grace my  fears re - lieved; how pre - cious did that
have al - read - y come; tis grace  has brought me
word my  hope se - cures; he will my  shield and
shin - ing as the sun, we've  no less days to

now am found; was blind, but now I see.
grace ap - pear the hour I first be - lieved!
safe thus far, and grace will lead me home.
por - tion be as long  as life en - dures.
sing God’s praise than when we’d first be - gun.

( ]

3
\ J



September 2" & 31, 2023
Those who lose their life for my sake will find it.

Apostles’ Creed

A: | believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our
Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried; he descended to the dead.

A: On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers Of Intercession

L: Remembering the caring and generous works of God, we pray for the church, creation, and the needs of our
neighbors.

L: God of life, your words are the joy at the heart of your church. Draw the seeker to you, place messages of hope and
healing in the mouths of your witnesses, and open your children to your truth when we stumble. Merciful God,

A: receive our prayer.

L: God of steadfast love, renew the earth by your Spirit, that lands and oceans reveal the beauty of your creation.
Challenge us to live humbly and peaceably as part of your world.

Merciful God,

A: receive our prayer.

L: God of patience, lead those who govern to hold fast to what is good. Guide them to show honor to the people in their
care. Overcome evil in all nations and grant peace to peoples and places mired in conflict. Merciful God,

A: receive our prayer.

L: God of deliverance, remember all who are suffering, lonely, and in pain. Liberate your people being insulted,
persecuted, or in the grasp of the ruthless. Give endurance to workers who persevere on this Labor Day and insure fair
wages and safe working environments. Merciful God, A: receive our prayer.

L: God of justice, equip this congregation to boldly follow you in uncertain times and to remain faithful in prayer when
facing challenges. Show us how best to love and care for one another and our communities. Merciful God,

A: receive our prayer.

L: Gracious God, save and defend your whole Church, purchased with the precious blood of Christ. Give it pastors and
ministers filled with your Spirit and strengthen it through the Word and holy sacraments. Make it perfect in love and in
all good works. Establish it in the faith delivered to the saints.

L: Sanctify and unite your people in the entire world, that one holy Church may bear witness to you, the creator, and
redeemer of all. Merciful God,

A: receive our prayer.

L: God of glory, we give thanks for the saints who now dwell with you in splendor. Nurture us in faith until the day we
join their heavenly song. Merciful God,

A: receive our prayer.

L: Remember us according to your steadfast love as we offer these and the prayers of our heart, trusting in your
compassion made known through Jesus Christ.

A: Amen.

Sharing of the Peace
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
A: And also with you.
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Offertory Song
“O Day of Peace” (ELW 711)

1 O day of peace that dimly shines
through all our hopes and prayers and dreams,
guide us to justice, truth, and love,
delivered from our selfish schemes.
May swords of hate fall from our hands,
our hearts from envy find release,
till by God's grace our warring world
shall see Christ's promised reign of peace.

2 Then shall the wolf dwell with the lamb,
nor shall the fierce devour the small;
as beasts and cattle calmly graze,
a little child shall lead them all.
Then enemies shall learn to love,
all creatures find their true accord;
the hope of peace shall be fulfilled,
for all the earth shall know the Lord.

Offertory Prayer
P: God of power, God of plenty, all things belong to you. We bring your gifts to the table, that all might be fed. Form us
into the body of your Beloved, Jesus Christ, our Savior. A: Amen.

The Dialogue
P: The Lord be with you.

A: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

A: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

A: It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,

that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of
everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
(Setting 10, ELW pg. 207)
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
Heav’'n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest, Hosanna in the highest.
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Thanksgiving at the Table

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his
disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

P: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in
my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

A: Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

A: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in
heaven.

A: Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever
and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
P: Jesus invites you to this table. Come, eat and live. A: Amen.

“O Lamb of God” (Setting 10, ELW pg. 208)

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; you suffered death our lives to save: have mercy now, we pray.
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; you set us free from guilt and grave: have mercy now, we pray.
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; eternal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we pray.

Special Music
“Amen” by Natalie Layne

Prayer After Communion

P: Blessed be your name, O God, for we have feasted on your Word, Christ Jesus, the joy and delight of our hearts.
Strengthened by this food, send us to gather the world to your banquet, where none are left out and all are satisfied. In
Jesus’ name we pray. A: Amen.

Blessing
P: The God of glory, F Jesus Christ, name above all names, and the Spirit who lives in you, bless you now and forever.
A: Amen.




Sending
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“0O Beautiful for Spacious Skies” (ELW 888)

O Beautiful for Spacious Skies
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1 O beau-ti-ful for spa-cious skies, for am - ber waves of  grain,
2 O beau-ti-ful for he - roes proved in lib - er - at - ing strife,
3 O beau-ti-ful for pa - triot dream that sees be-yond the years
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for  pur - ple moun-tain maj - es-ties a - bove the fruit-ed plain:
who more than self their coun-try loved, and mer - cy more than life:
thine al - a- bas-ter cit - ies gleam,un - dimmed by hu-man tears:
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A - mer - i-cal A - mer - i-cal God shed his grace on thee,
A - mer - i-cal A-mer - i-cal May God thy gold re - fine,
A - mer - i-cal A - mer - i-cal God mend thine ev - ry flaw,
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and crown thy good with broth-er-hood from sea to shin-ing  sea.
till  all suc-cess be  no - ble-ness, and ev-’ry gain di - vine.
con - firm thy soul in self-con-trol, thy lib-er -ty in law.

Dismissal

P: Goin peace. God is at work in you.

A: Thanks be to God.




