July 8t & 9", 2023

A sower went out to sow

Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, one God, who greets us in this and every season, whose word never
fails, whose promise is sure.

A: Amen.

P: Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of our neighbors. Merciful God,

A: we confess that we have sinned. We have hurt our community. We have squandered your
blessings. We have hoarded your bounty. In the name of Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy.
P: Righteous God,

A: we confess that we have sinned. We have failed to be honest. We have lacked the courage to
speak. We have spoken falsely. In the name of Jesus, forgive us and grant us your mercy.

P: God is a cup of cold water when we thirst. God offers boundless grace when we fail. Claim the gift of
God’s mercy:

you are freed and forgiven in the name of *F Jesus Christ.

A: Amen.

Greeting

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you
all.

A: And also with you.
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Gathering Song
“Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” (ELW 533, verses 1-4)

Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty
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1 - pen now thy gates of beau-ty, Zi - on, let me
2 Gra - cious God, I come be - fore thee; come thou al - so
3 Here thy praise is glad -ly chant-ed, here thy seed is
4 Thou my faith in-crease and quick-en, let me keep thy
5 Speak, O God,and [ will hear thee, let thy will be
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where my soul in  joy - ful du-ty waits for God who
where we find thee and a - dore thee, there a heav’'n on

an - SWers prayer.
earth must be.

let  my soul,where it is plant-ed, bring forth pre - cious sheaves a - lone,

how - so-e’er temp - ta - tions thick-en, may thy word still
may I un - dis- turbed draw near thee while thou dost thy

o’er me shine
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Oh, how bless-ed is this place, filled with so - lace, light, and grace!

To my heart,oh, en - ter thou, let it be thy
so that all I hear may be fruit - ful un - to
as my guid-ing star through life, as my com-fort
Here of life the foun- tain flows; here is balm for

Prayer of the Day

tem - ple now!
life in me.
in all strife.
all our woes.

P: Almighty God, we thank you for planting in us the seed of your word. By your Holy Spirit help us to
receive it with joy, live according to it, and grow in faith and hope and love, through Jesus Christ, our

Savior and Lord. A: Amen.

First Reading: Isaiah 55:10-13

For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there until they have watered

the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bre
word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but i

ad to the eater, so shall my
t shall accomplish that

which | purpose, and succeed in the thing for which | sent it. For you shall go out in joy, and be led back
in peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall burst into song, and all the trees of the field shall

clap their hands. Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of t

he brier shall come up the

myrtle; and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. The

word of the Lord, A: Thanks be to God.

Page 2 of 10



July 8t & 9", 2023

A sower went out to sow

Psalmody: Psalm 65:[1-8] 9-13

L: [You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; to you shall vows be fulfilled.

A: To you, the one who answers prayer, to you all flesh shall come.

L: Our sins are stronger than we are, but you blot out our transgressions.

A: Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your courts to dwell there! They will be satisfied by
the beauty of your house, by the holiness of your temple.

L: Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of our salvation, O hope of all the ends
of the earth and of the oceans far away.

A: You make firm the mountains by your power; you are girded about with might.

L: You still the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, and the clamor of the peoples.

A: Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your marvelous signs; you make the dawn
and the dusk to sing for joy.]

L: You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the river of God is full of
water. You prepare the grain, for so you provide for the earth.

A: You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; with heavy rain you soften the ground and
bless its increase.

L: You crown the year with your goodness, and your paths overflow with plenty.

A: May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, and the hills be clothed with joy.

L: May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak themselves with grain; let them
shout for joy and sing.

Second Reading: Romans 8:1-11

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of
life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. For God has done what the law,
weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and to deal
with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, so that the just requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us,
who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who live according to the flesh
set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set their minds on
the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and
peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God'’s
law—indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. But you are not in the flesh;
you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ
does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life
because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who
raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.
The word of the Lord, A: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation “Alleluia” (Setting 10, ELW pg. 205)
Alleluia! Lord and Savior:

open now your saving word.

Let it burn like fire within us;

speak until our hearts are stirred.

Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the

good news that you bring.

Page 3 of 10



July 8t & 9", 2023

A sower went out to sow

Gospel: Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23
P: The holy gospel according to Matthew.
A: Glory to you, O Lord.

That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered around
him that he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them
many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell on
the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not
have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when the sun rose, they
were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell among thorns, and the
thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and brought forth grain, some a
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!” “Hear then the parable of the sower.
Then anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and
snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. As for what was sown on
rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person
has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the
word, that person immediately falls away. As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who
hears the word, but the cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing.
“But as for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who
indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

The gospel of the Lord, A: Praise to you, O Christ!
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Hymn of the Day
“As Rain from the Clouds” (ELW 508)

As Rain from the Clouds
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3 As rays of the sun  shall your word light the  world,
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on rocks and on road - ways, in good earth and sand.
a - wak -ing and warm - ing  and heal - ing our land.
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Then soft - en  our soil that the good seed may grow
Make fer - tile our soil that the good seed may grow
Then shine in  our hearts that the good seed may grow
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and rip - en rich fruit  to re - turn to your  hand.
and rip - en rich fruit  to re - turn to your  hand.
and rip - en rich fruit  to re - turn to your  hand.
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We praise you, our God, for the dew of your word;
We praise you, our God, for the seed of your word;
We praise you, our God, for the light of your word;
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we thank you, good gar-d'ner, for your ten - der toil.
we thank you, good gar-d'ner, for your ten - der toil.
we thank you, good gar-d'ner, for your ten - der toil.
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We  bless you, best farm - er, for hun - dred - fold yield,
We  bless you, best farm - er, for hun - dred - fold yield,
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for har - vest of grace in  our once - bar - ren soil.
for har - vest of grace in  our once - bar - ren soil.
for har - vest of grace in  our once - bar - ren soil.
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Apostles’ Creed
A: | believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. | believe in Jesus Christ, God’s

only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.

A: On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the
Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. | believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy
catholic church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers Of Intercession

L: Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers for the church, those in
need, and all of creation.

L: Guide your church, O God, to sow seeds of forgiveness and righteousness on good soil. Direct your
people to proclaim your love in this congregation and throughout the world. Hear us, O God.

A: Your mercy is great.

L: Sustain your creation, O God, by sending favorable weather, causing trees and fields to grow,
protecting waterways from pollution, and instilling in all people the need to be good stewards. Hear us,
O God.

A: Your mercy is great.

L: Maintain peace among all people, O God, and raise up lawyers to work for justice in the courts,
advocates to speak for the downtrodden, and politicians to work on behalf of the common good. Hear
us, O God.

A: Your mercy is great.

L: Heal those who are sick, O God. Guide health care workers to care for those who suffer, scientists to
conduct lifesaving research, and counselors to care for victims of sexual abuse and exploitation. Hear us,
O God.

A: Your mercy is great.

L: Answer the prayers of those gathered in worship, O God. Protect those who travel near and far,
accompany visitors to this congregation, and nurture our faith. Hear us, O God.

A: Your mercy is great.

L: Gracious Lord, you know the skills and spiritual gifts that are needed to do ministry within this
congregation. Please guide one with these qualities to us to become our shepherd. During our
transition, lead this congregation in the way that you see best for all of your Church. Help us to continue
to witness to your truth, and bless each member that we might remain strong in the faith.

L: Keep each member faithful through this time that we might be regular in our worship, diligent in the
sharing of the Eucharistic feast, eager to learn, and ever ready to do your will. We pray in the name of
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Hear us, O God.

A: Your mercy is great.

L: Inspire us by the faithful departed, O God, examples of your embodied love, whose confidence in the
resurrection guides us in living lives worthy of the gospel. Hear us, O God.

A: Your mercy is great.

L: Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, in the name of the one who reconciled
all creation to himself, Jesus Christ our Savior.

A: Amen.
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Sharing of the Peace

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
A: And also with you.

Offertory Song
“O Day of Peace” (ELW 711)

O Day of Peace
0 |
7 E= =, —=
{—x & : ) = | I
\ \iv ) L 7 L | |
J & ' 4 -
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2 Then shall the wolf dwell with the lamb, nor shall the fierce de - vour the small;
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May swords of hate

fall from our hands, our hearts from en - vy find re-lease,
all crea-tures find their true ac-cord;

Then en - e-mies shall learn to love,
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till by God’s grace our war-ring world shall see Christ’s prom-ised reign of peace.
the hope of peace shall be

Offertory Prayer

ful -filled, for all

the
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earth shall know the Lord.

P: God of field and forest, sea and sky, you are the giver of all good things. Sustain us with these gifts of
your creation, and multiply your graciousness in us, that the world may be fed with your love, through

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

A: Amen.

The Dialogue

P: The Lord be with you.
A: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.
A: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
A: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and
praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame
death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life.

And so, with all the choirs of angels,

with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

(Setting 10, ELW pg. 207)

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

Heav’'n and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest, Hosanna in the highest.

Thanksgiving at the Table

P: Inthe night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, and gave
it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of
me.

P: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup is the
new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the
remembrance of me.

A: Amen.

The Lord’s Prayer

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.

A: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven.

A: Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
P: All people are called to Christ’s table.
Come, eat what is good.

“O Lamb of God”

(Setting 10, ELW pg. 208)
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; you suffered death our lives to save: have
mercy now, we pray.
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; you set us free from guilt and grave: have
mercy now, we pray.
O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; eternal peace with God you made: give
us your peace, we pray.
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Prayer After Communion
P: We thank you, generous God, for the refreshment we have received at your banquet table. Send us

now to spread your generosity into all the world, through the one who is our dearest treasure, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. A: Amen.

Blessing

P: The God who calls across the cosmos and speaks in the smallest seed + bless, keep, and sustain you
now and to the end of the age.

A: Amen.
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Sending
“Sent Forth by God's Blessing” (ELW 547)

Sent Forth by God’s Blessing
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2 With praise and thanks-giv - ing to God ev - er - liv-ing,
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the peo - ple of God from this dwell-ing take Ileave.
the tasks of our ev - 'ty - day life we will face—
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The sup - per is end - ed. Oh, now be ex - tend-ed
our faith ev - er shar - ing, in love ev - er car - ing,
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the fruits of this ser - vice in all who be - lieve.
em - brac - ing God’s chil - dren, the whole hu - man  race.
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The seed of Christ’s teach-ing, r1e - cep - tive souls
With your feast you feed us, with  your light now
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reach-ing, shall blos - som in ac - tion for God and for all.
lead us; u - nite us as one in this life that we share.
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Your grace shall in - cite us, your love shall u -  nite us
Then may all the liv - ing with praise and thanks - giv - ing
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to work for your  king - dom and an - swer your  call.
give hon - or to Christ and his  name that we bear.
Dismissal

P: Go in peace. Share the harvest. A: Thanks be to God.
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