
Saturday, December 17, 2022 and Sunday, December 18, 2022 
Advent 4, Year A 
 

 
Apostolic Greeting 
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be 
with you all.        
A: And also with you. 

 
 
Gathering Hymn: ELW 257: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” verses 1-4 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Hymn of Praise: ELW pages 140-141: “Worthy is Christ” 
 

Refrain 
This is the feast of victory for our God. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, 
whose blood set us free to be people of God. Refrain 

 

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, 
blessing, and glory are his. Refrain 

 

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: 
Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. Refrain 

 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia. Refrain 

 
 
Prayer of the Day 
P: Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, free us from 
the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive your promises, for you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
 

First Reading: Isaiah 7:10-16 
The Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high 
as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the Lord to the test. Then Isaiah said: 
“Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God 
also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and 
shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time he 
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. For before the child knows how to refuse 
the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be 
deserted.” 
 
 

P: The word of the Lord,     A: Thanks be to God! 

 

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 
P: Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; shine forth, you that are enthroned 
upon the cherubim. 
A: In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, stir up your strength and come to 
help us. 
 

P: Restore us, O God; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 



A: O Lord God of hosts, how long will your anger fume when your people pray? 
 

P: You have fed them with the bread of tears; you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 
A: You have made us the derision of our neighbors, and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 
 

P: Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
A: Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, the one you have made so strong for 
yourself. 
 

P: And so will we never turn away from you; give us life, that we may call upon your name. 
A: Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
 

 
Second Reading: Romans 1:1-7 
Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, which he 

promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, the gospel concerning his 

Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh and was declared to be Son of God 

with power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of 

faith among all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, including yourselves who are called to 

belong to Jesus Christ, To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: Grace to you 

and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

P: The word of the Lord,     A: Thanks be to God! 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation: ELW 248: “People Look East” Verse 4 
 

Angels announce with shouts of mirth 
him who brings new life to earth. 

Set ev'ry peak and valley humming 
with the word, the Lord is coming. 
People, look east, and sing today— 

Love, the Lord, is on the way. 
 

P: The Gospel according to Matthew.    A: Glory to you, O Lord! 
 

Gospel: Matthew 1:18-25 
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 

engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the 

Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public 

disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of 

the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take 



Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and 

you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to 

fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: “Look, the virgin shall conceive 

and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” When 

Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his 

wife, but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 

P: The gospel of the Lord.     A: Praise to you, O Christ! 

 

Sermon 

 

 

Hymn of the Day: ELW 263: “Savior of the Nations, Come” 

 
 

 

 

 



Nicene Creed 
A: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, 
seen and unseen.  
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one Being 
with the Father; through him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came 
down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly 
human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living 
and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and 
the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through 
the prophets. We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one 
baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come. Amen.  
 
 
 

 

Prayers of Intercession 
P: As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world that yearns for new 

hope. 
 

P: God our shepherd, let your Spirit move with power throughout the church. Give discernment 

and wisdom to our bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay leaders. Take away our fear, so that we 

serve and love, confident that you are guiding us. God, in your mercy, 

A: Hear our prayer.  
 

P: God our source, awaken us to the beauty of the earth and the marvelous variety of life. Unite 

humankind in repairing and caring for your creation. Protect creatures and habitats in peril due 

to rising seas and warming temperatures. God, in your mercy, 

A: Hear our prayer. 
 

P: God our vision, raise up leaders in every nation who dream of freedom and justice for all 

people. We pray for the work of international organizations that promote peace and human 

rights, especially Amnesty International. God, in your mercy, 

A: Hear our prayer. 
 

P: God our helper, come to the aid of all who cry out to you. Shelter migrants, refugees, and 

those fleeing war and famine. Bring relief to individuals and families experiencing hunger, 

homelessness, or impoverishment. Comfort any who are isolated or lonely. God, in your mercy, 

A: Hear our prayer. 
 



P: God our Emmanuel, you are with us in our life together. We give you thanks for gathering us 

in worship and fellowship, and we remember those who cannot be present. Watch over those 

who travel. Heal the sick and speed their recovery (especially). God, in your mercy, 

A: Hear our prayer. 
 

P: God our hope, you bring life out of death, and you promise to be our God forever. Shine 

upon the faithful who now rest in the fulfillment of your promise and bring us also into your 

blessed reign of peace. God, in your mercy, 

A: Hear our prayer. 
 

P: God of our longing, you know our deepest needs. By your Spirit, gather our prayers and join 

them with the prayers of all your children. In Jesus’ name we pray. 

A: Amen. 

 

 

Sharing of the Peace  
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.   A: And also with you. 

 

 

Announcements 

 

 
Offertory Song: ELW 692: “We Are an Offering” 
 

We lift our voices, we lift our hands,  
we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering. 

Lord, use our voices, Lord use our hands, 
Lord, use our lives, they are yours: we are an offering. 

All that we have, all that we are, 
all that we hope to be, we give to you, we give to you. 

We lift our voices, we lift our hands,  
we lift our lives up to you: we are an offering, we are an offering. 

   
 

Offertory Prayer 
P: God of abundance,  

A: we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation, and with them our very lives. 

Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need until the coming of your Son, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen.  

 

 

 



Great Thanksgiving 
P: The Lord be with you.     A: And also with you. 

 

P: Lift up your hearts.      A: We lift them to the Lord. 

 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.   A: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give  
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You  
comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also make all  
things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the  
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and  
join their unending hymn: 

 

“Holy, Holy, Holy”  

(ELW 473) 

Holy, holy, holy, 

my heart, my heart adores you. 

My heart is glad to say the words: 

You are holy, God. 

(Sung Twice) 

 

Thanksgiving at the Table 
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it, 

and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 
 

P: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup 

is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do 

this for the remembrance of me.  

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

A: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as 

we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 



Invitation to Communion  
P: Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you. Share in the feast of salvation. 
 

“Just As I Am, Without One Plea” 
(ELW 592, Verse 3)  

Just as I am, thou wilt receive, 
wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 

because thy promise I believe, 
O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

Communion Distribution  
 

Communion Music: 
“Promises” Maverick City Music 
 
 ELW 245: “Creators of the Stars of Night” as interpreted by Dan Gresh 
 
 

Prayer After Communion 
P: Holy One,  
A: we give you thanks that in this bread and cup we have feasted again on your endless love. 
Let that love overflow more and more in our lives, that we may be messengers to prepare 
your way, harvesters of justice and righteousness, and bearers of your eternal Word, our 
Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
 

Blessing 
P: May God direct your ways in peace, make you abound in love for one another and for all, 

and strengthen your hearts until the coming of our Lord Jesus. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, 
and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sending Song: ELW 257: “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” verses 5-8  

 
 

Dismissal:  
P: Go in peace. Prepare the way of the Lord. 
A: Thanks be to God. 


