
Saturday, February 19, 2022 and Sunday, February 20, 2022
7th Sunday After Epiphany

 
Thanksgiving for Baptism
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
A: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!
P: Just as God’s work of creation never ends, so the gifts received in baptism are renewed every
day. Let us give thanks together for the life given in baptism. We give you thanks, O God, for the
waters of life: for water to bathe in, water to drink, for waters to play in and waters that inspire
wonder, for water that gives life to our planet.
A: We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of life.

 
P: P: We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of this place: for water from our tap, for rain and
snow, for the Conemaugh, Little Conemaugh, and Stonycreek Rivers.
A: We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of this place.
P: We give you thanks for your salvation through water: for delivering Noah and his family
through the floodwaters, for leading your people Israel through the sea into freedom, for
preserving your prophet Elijah through the time of drought, for guiding your people across the
Jordan into a new land, for quenching the Samaritan woman’s thirst with living water.
A: We give you thanks for your salvation through water.
P: We give you thanks for the life of all the baptized and for all who gather here; for godparents
and baptismal sponsors, for children and grandchildren, for our brothers and sisters in Christ
whom we have never seen but to whom we are bound.
A: We give you thanks for the life of all the baptized.

P: We give you thanks for life in Christ through your Holy Spirit: for our entry into Jesus’ death
through these waters, for our new birth into a life of freedom and service, for our calling to be
your people, sent out for the life of the world.

A: We give you thanks, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen.

 
Apostolic Greeting
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be

with you all.       
A: And also with you.

 
 
 
Gathering Hymn: ELW 603: “God, When Human Bonds are Broken”



 
Kyrie:
P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
A: Lord, have mercy.

 
P: For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
A: Lord, have mercy.

 
P: For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of
all, let us pray to the Lord.
A: Lord, have mercy.

 
P: For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the
Lord.
A: Lord, have mercy.

 
P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
A: Amen.

 



Prayer of the Day
P: O Lord Jesus, make us instruments of your peace, that where there is hatred, we may sow
love, where there is injury, pardon, and where there is despair, hope. Grant, O divine master, that
we may seek to console, to understand, and to love in your name, for you live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

 
First Reading: Genesis 45:3-11, 15
Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my father still alive?” But his brothers could not
answer him, so dismayed were they at his presence. Then Joseph said to his brothers, “Come
closer to me.” And they came closer. He said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into
Egypt. And now do not be distressed, or angry with yourselves, because you sold me here; for
God sent me before you to preserve life. For the famine has been in the land these two years; and
there are five more years in which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. God sent me before
you to preserve for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. So it was
not you who sent me here, but God; he has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house
and ruler over all the land of Egypt. Hurry and go up to my father and say to him, ‘Thus says
your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all Egypt; come down to me, do not delay. You shall
settle in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you and your children and your children’s
children, as well as your flocks, your herds, and all that you have. I will provide for you there—
since there are five more years of famine to come—so that you and your household, and all that
you have, will not come to poverty.’” And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and
after that his brothers talked with him.

 
P: The word of the Lord,     A: Thanks be to God!

 
 
 
Psalm 37:1-11, 39-40
P: Do not be provoked by evildoers; do not be jealous of those who do wrong.
A: For they shall soon wither like the grass, and like the green grass fade away.

 
P: Put your trust in the Lord and do good; dwell in the land and find safe pasture.
A: Take delight in the Lord, who shall give you your heart’s desire.

 
P: Commit your way to the Lord; put your trust in the Lord, and see what God will do.
A: The Lord will make your vindication as clear as the light and the justice of your case
like the noonday sun.

 
P: Be still before the Lord and wait patiently. Do not be provoked by the one who prospers, the
one who succeeds in evil schemes.
A: Refrain from anger, leave rage alone; do not be provoked; it leads only to evil.

 
P: For evildoers shall be cut off, but those who hope in the Lord shall possess the land.
A: In a little while the wicked shall be no more; even if you search out their place, they will
not be there.

 
P: But the lowly shall possess the land; they will delight in abundance of peace.
A: But the deliverance of the righteous comes from you, O Lord; you are their stronghold
in time of trouble.



 
P: You, O Lord, will help them and rescue them; you will rescue them from the wicked and
deliver them, because in you they seek refuge.

 
 
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:35-38, 42-50
But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they come?” Fool!
What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. And as for what you sow, you do not sow the
body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain. But God gives it a
body as he has chosen, and to each kind of seed its own body.
  So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable, what is raised is
imperishable. It is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in weakness, it is raised in
power. It is sown a physical body, it is raised a spiritual body. If there is a physical body, there is
also a spiritual body. Thus it is written, “The first man, Adam, became a living being”; the last
Adam became a life-giving spirit. But it is not the spiritual that is first, but the physical, and then
the spiritual. The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. As
was the man of dust, so are those who are of the dust; and as is the man of heaven, so are those
who are of heaven. Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we will also bear the
image of the man of heaven. What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and blood
cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable.

 
P: The word of the Lord,     A: Thanks be to God!
Gospel Acclamation:
P: Alleluia.

 
A: Love your enemies, and you will be children of the Most High; forgive, and you will be
forgiven.

 
P: Alleluia. 

 
 
P: The Gospel according to Luke.    A: Glory to you, O Lord!

 
Gospel: Luke 6:27-38
[Jesus said:] “But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you,
bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you. If anyone strikes you on the cheek,
offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not withhold even your shirt.
Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes away your goods, do not ask for them
again. Do to others as you would have them do to you. “If you love those who love you, what
credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. If you do good to those who do
good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same. If you lend to those from
whom you hope to receive, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as
much again. But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return. Your reward
will be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the ungrateful and the
wicked. Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. “Do not judge, and you will not be judged;
do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven; give, and it
will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put
into your lap; for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.”

P: The gospel of the Lord.     A: Praise to you, O Christ!



 
Sermon
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hymn of the Day: ELW 787: “On Eagle’s Wings”



 
Prayers of Intercession
P: The Spirit of the Lord is poured out upon us in abundance; so we are bold to pray for the
church, the world, and all that God has made.

P: You teach us to love our neighbors and enemies alike. Encourage your church to follow the
leading of your love, especially when it is risky or difficult. Help us to show mercy just as we
have first received mercy. God of grace,
A: hear our prayer.

 
P: Nurture fields that lie dormant, resting until it is time to bloom again. Bless farmers and all
who cultivate fields and urban gardens. Give favorable weather for planting. Bring forth from
buried seed an abundant harvest, and guard against famine and disease. God of grace,



A: hear our prayer.

 
P: Look upon our world with mercy, that we delight in an abundance of peace. Protect all whose
lives are marred by war and civil unrest. Release political prisoners and amplify the voices that
challenge us to seek forgiveness and pursue nonviolence. God of grace,
A: hear our prayer.

 
P: Your people cry out for mercy. Console hearts that long for forgiveness. Mend broken
relationships. Heal bodies that suffer chronic pain or illness. Strengthen and deliver all whose
spirits are troubled (especially). God of grace,
A: hear our prayer.

 
P: You bind us together into one family. Teach us to forgive one another and to resolve conflicts
with humility and patience. Bless families of all shapes and sizes, and show love to those who
are lonely or grieving. God of grace,
A: hear our prayer.

 
P: We praise you for the saints who have inherited the fullness of your kingdom (especially). As
you have raised them to imperishable and eternal life, sustain us in faith by the promise of
resurrection. God of grace,
A: hear our prayer.

 
P: Since we have such great hope in your promises, O God, we lift these and all of our prayers to
you in confidence and faith; through Jesus Christ our Savior.
A: Amen.

 
 
Sharing of the Peace
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.     A: And also with you.

 
 
Announcements
Offertory Prayer
P: God of wonder,
A: you formed us in our mother’s womb, and from mother earth, you bring forth this
bread and wine. We place them on your table, together with our lives and all that you have
made. Open the heavens to us and pour out your Spirit. We wait for your mercy; we long
for your peace; we hunger and thirst for Jesus Christ, our banquet of life. Amen.

 
 
Great Thanksgiving
P: The Lord be with you.    A: And also with you.

 
P: Lift up your hearts.     A: We lift them to the Lord.

 
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God  A: It is right to give our thanks and
praise.



 
 
Thanksgiving at the Table
P: God of our weary years, God of our silent tears, you have brought us this far along the way. In
times of bitterness, you did not abandon us, but guided us into the path of love and light. In every
age, you sent prophets to make known your loving will for all humanity. The cry of the poor has

become your own cry; our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire. In the fullness of
time, you sent your chosen servant to preach good news to the afflicted, to break bread with the
outcast and despised, and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin.
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke it,
and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do this for the
remembrance of me.
P: Again after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: This cup
is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do
this for the remembrance of me.
P: For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until
he comes.
A: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.
P: Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection, we await the day when Jesus shall return
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death. Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church
say, Amen.
A: Amen.
P: Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate, to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup with
courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world. Come, Spirit of freedom! And let
the church say, Amen.
A: Amen.
P: Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age, that, rejoicing in the
hope of the resurrection, we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son. Through him, with
him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now
and forever.
A: Amen.

 
Lord’s Prayer
P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
A: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but
deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.

 
 
Invitation to Communion
P: Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come, take your place at the feast.

 
Communion Distribution
 
Communion Music:
“Your Plans for Us” by 11th Hour Worship
“Bridge Over Troubled Water” as interpreted by Dan Gresh

 



 
Prayer After Communion
P: We thank you, O God,
A: that you have fed us at your banqueting table with bread and wine beyond compare, the
very life of Christ for us. Send your Spirit with us now, that we may set the captive free, use
your gifts to build one another up, and in everything reflect your glory revealed in Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

 
 
 
Blessing
P: Guard the good treasure entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy Spirit living in us.
Almighty God ☩ bless you with grace, mercy, and peace, now and forever.
Amen.

 
 
Sending Song: ELW 624: “Jesus, Still Lead On”

Dismissal:
P: With faith renewed, hope restored, and love revived, we go,
A: to invite every generation on a shared journey to Christian growth.




