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Confession and Forgiveness 
 

P: We gather in the name of our baptism, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.       A: Amen. 
 

P: In the words of a reformation hymn, let us confess our sin before God. 
 

P: Out of the depths I cry to you; 
 

A: O Lord God, hear me calling. Incline your ear to my distress in spite of my 
rebelling. Do not regard my sinful deeds. Send me the grace my spirit needs. 
Without it I am nothing. Amen. 
 

P: In God alone, in God we hope, and not in our own merit. We hope as Israel in 
the Lord, who sends redemption through the ☩ Word. Praise God for grace and 
mercy!          A: Amen. 
 
GATHERING SONG               “Holy God, We Praise Your Name"  

 



GREETING 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.       A: And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P: Almighty Creator and ever-living God: we worship your glory, eternal Three-in-
One, and we praise your power, majestic One-in-Three. Keep us steadfast in this 
faith, defend us in all adversity, and bring us at last into your presence, where you 
live in endless joy and love, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.           A: Amen. 

FIRST READING: ISAIAH 6:1-8 
 

This reading narrates Isaiah’s vision of the Lord surrounded by angels. They sing 
“Holy, holy, holy,” a song the church sings at the beginning of the great 
thanksgiving. This liturgical text invites the church and all creation to sing in praise 
of God’s glory. That glory is God’s mercy toward sinners. 
 

1In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and 
lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. 2Seraphs were in attendance 
above him; each had six wings: with two they covered their faces, and with two 
they covered their feet, and with two they flew. 3And one called to another and 
said:  
 “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory.” 
4The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the 
house filled with smoke. 5And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of 
unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the 
King, the LORD of hosts!” 
  6Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken 
from the altar with a pair of tongs. 7The seraph touched my mouth with it and 
said: “Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your sin is 
blotted out.” 8Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and 
who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I; send me!” 
 

R: The word of the Lord,                                                           A: Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PSALMODY                     “Come, Join the Dance of Trinity"  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SECOND READING: ROMANS 8:12-17 
 

In describing the new life of faith, Paul refers to all three persons of the Trinity: the 
Spirit leads us to recognize that we are children of God the Father and joint heirs 
with Christ the Son. 
 

12Brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the 
flesh—13for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you 
put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all who are led by the Spirit 
of God are children of God. 15For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall back 
into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! 
Father!” 16it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children 
of God, 17and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in 
fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. 
 

R: The word of the Lord,                                                                 A: Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     
 

P: Alleluia.  
 

A: Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; God’s glory fills the whole earth. 
 

P: Alleluia.  

GOSPEL: JOHN 3:1-17 
 

P: The holy Gospel according to John,                                    A: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Jesus’ miracles prompt Nicodemus to visit him in secrecy. Jesus tells him about 
being born of the Spirit and about the Son who has been sent by God to save. 
 

          1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He came 
to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has 
come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the 
presence of God.” 3Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the 
kingdom of God without being born from above.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How 
can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the 
mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can 
enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6What is born of 
the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be astonished that 
I said to you, ‘You must be born from above.’ 8The wind blows where it chooses, 
and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where 
it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to him, 
“How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, 
and yet you do not understand these things? 
  11“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have 
seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you about earthly 
things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly 
things? 13No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from 
heaven, the Son of Man. 14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the 
wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him 
may have eternal life. 
  16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
  17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but 
in order that the world might be saved through him.” 
 

P: The gospel of the Lord,                                                       A: Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
SERMON             
 
 



HYMN OF PRAISE                              “He Knows”   
                                                         by Jeremy Camp 
 

All the bitter weary ways 
Endless striving day by day 

You barely have the strength to pray 
In the valley low 

 

And how hard your fight has been 
How deep the pain within 

Wounds that no one else has seen 
Hurts too much to show 

 

And all the doubt you're standing in between 
And all the weight that brings you to your knees 

 

He knows, He knows 
Every hurt and every sting 

He has walked the suffering 
He knows, He knows 

Let your burdens come undone 
Lift your eyes up to the one 

Who knows 
He knows 

 

We may faint and we may sink 
Feel the pain and near the brink 

But the dark begins to shrink 
When you find the one who knows 

 

The chains of doubt that held you in between 
One by one are starting to break free 

 

He knows, He knows 
Every hurt and every sting 

He has walked the suffering 
He knows, He knows 

Let your burdens come undone 
Lift your eyes up to the one 

Who knows 
He knows 

 

Every time that you feel forsaken 
Every time that you feel alone 

He's near to the broken hearted 
Every tear 

 



He knows, He knows 
Every hurt and every sting 

He has walked the suffering 
He knows, He knows 

Let your burdens come undone 
Lift your eyes up to the one 

Who knows 
He knows 

 

He knows 
He knows 

 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED  
 

A: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

P: Let us come before the triune God in prayer. 
 

P: We pray, O God, for your holy church around the world. Revitalize and renew 
us, that we may be reborn once again through the waters of baptism and the 
blowing wind of your Spirit. Lord, in your mercy,  A: Your mercy is great. 

 

P: We give you thanks for your power revealed to us in creation; for cedar and 
oak trees, for rushing waters, for the echoes of thunder. Lord, in your mercy, 
         A: Your mercy is great.      

We pray for the nations and our leaders, that led by your Spirit, they work 
towards a world where all of your children enjoy peace. We pray especially for 
(nations currently experiencing war or turmoil may be named). Lord, in your 
mercy,        A: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: We pray for healing for all those who suffer, especially victims and survivors of 
trauma or violence. Give respite to those living with PTSD or any other mental 
health concerns. Lord, in your mercy,    A: Your mercy is great. 
 



P: We pray for this worshiping community (congregation/community may be 
named), that the splendor of your majesty and the holiness of your mystery may 
be glorified through our worship and our relationships with one another. Lord, in 
your mercy,        A: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: We give you thanks, O God, for those who have died in the faith (especially). 
We remember also those whose lives have been lost due to the horrors of war. 
Lord, in your mercy,      A: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: Lord Jesus, after this week’s Synod Assembly, we’ll pray for our Bishop-elect by 
name. Lord, be with the Assembly, show participants your will and reveal your 
plan. Strengthen those who are open to this call. Raise up the right person and 
fortify our trust in you. Lord, in your mercy.    A: Your mercy is great.  
 

P: We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. 
A: Amen. 

PEACE  

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.    A: And also with you.  
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 

P: Merciful God,  
 

A: you open wide your hand and satisfy every imaginable need. Open our hands 
to receive the feast you have set before us, our hearts to embrace it, and our 
lives to live it, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE  
 

P: The Lord be with you.      A: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts.      A: We lift them to the Lord.  

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                 A: It is right to give our thanks 
and praise. 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is 
the majesty of your glory. You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so 
that everyone who believes in him may not perish but have eternal life. We give 
you thanks for his coming into the world to fulfill for us your holy will and to 
accomplish all things for our salvation. 
 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 



P: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

P: For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the 
Lord’s death until he comes. 
 

A: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

P: Remembering, therefore, Christ’s command, his death, resurrection, and 
coming again, we give thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty. Please accept our 
thankful praise and bless these gifts of bread and wine to be means of your 
forgiveness and grace, so we may live as your holy people and be given our saintly 
inheritance. To you, O God, O Holy Trinity, be all honor and glory now and 
forever.        A: Amen, amen, amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

A: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P: Come to the banquet table where Christ gives himself as food and drink. 
 
SHARING OF COMMUNION 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

P: O God, 
 

A: in this holy communion you have welcomed us into your presence, nourished 
us with words of mercy, and fed us at your table. Amid the cares of this life, 
strengthen us to love you with all our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing 
spirit, and honor the earth you have made; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
 

P: P: God, creator of all things, speaking reformation into being; Jesus Christ, 
savior of the world, raising the dead; Holy Spirit, living voice, calling and 
enlightening the church: Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you 
now and forever.                                                                                                   A: Amen. 



 
SENDING HYMN:                        “Love Train”  
                                                                  by the O'Jays 
 

People all over the world (Everybody) 
Join hands (Join) 

Start a love train, love train 
People all over the world (All the world, now) 

Join hands (Love ride) 
Start a love train (Love ride), love train 

 

The next stop that we make will be England 
Tell all the folks in Russia, and China too 

Don't you know that it's time to get on board 
And let this train keep on riding, riding on through 

Well, well 
 

People all over the world (You don't need no money) 
Join hands (Come on) 

Start a love train, love train (Don't need no ticket, come on) 
People all over the world 

Join hands (Ride this train, ride this train, y'all) 
Start a love train (Come on, train), love train 

 

All of you brothers over in Africa 
Tell all the folks in Egypt, and Israel too 

Please don't miss this train at the station 
'Cause if you miss it, I feel sorry, sorry for you 

Well 
 

People all over the world (Sisters and brothers) 
Join hands (Join, come on) 

Start a love train (Ride this train, y'all), love train (Come on) 
People all over the world (Don't need no tickets) 

Join hands (Come on, ride) 
Start a love train, love train 

 

Ride, let it ride 
Let it ride 
Let it ride 

People, ain't no war 
 

People all over the world (On this train) 
Join in (Ride the train) 

Start a love train, love train (Ride the train, y'all) 
People all over the world (Come on) 



Join hands (You can ride or stand, yeah) 
Start a love train, love train (Makin' love) 

 

People all over the world ('Round the world, y'all) 
Join hands (Come on) 

Start a love train, love train 
People all over the world 

Join hands 
Start a love train, love train 

 

People all over the world 
Join hands 

Start a love train, love train 
People all over the world 

Join hands 
 

 
DISMISSAL 
 

P: With faith renewed, hope restored, and love revived, we go, 

A: to invite every generation on a shared journey to Christian growth. 
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