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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P: Merciful God, your Son was lifted up on the cross to draw all people to himself. 
Grant that we who have been born out of his wounded side may at all times find 
mercy in him, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.                                                     A: Amen. 
 
OPENING READING: ISAIAH 53:4-6 

 4Surely he has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases; yet we accounted 
him stricken, struck down by God, and afflicted. 5But he was wounded for our 
transgressions, crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the punishment that 
made us whole, and by his bruises we are healed. 6All we like sheep have gone 
astray; we have all turned to our own way, and the LORD has laid on him the 
iniquity of us all. 
 
NICENE CREED 

 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. For our sake he was crucified  
under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 



We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
FIRST WORD: LUKE 23:34 
34Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are 
doing." And they cast lots to divide his clothing. 

 
“Jesus, in Thy Dying Woes” vss. 1-3 

 

Jesus, in thy dying woes, even while thy lifeblood flows, 
craving pardon for thy foes: hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

Savior, for our pardon sue when our sins thy pangs renew, 
for we know not what we do: hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

Oh, may we, who mercy need, be like thee in heart and deed, 
when with wrong our spirits bleed: hear us, holy Jesus. 

 
FIRST WORD IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH ACTS 7:54-8-1 
54When they heard these things, they became enraged and ground their teeth at 
Stephen. 55But filled with the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and saw the glory 
of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56Look, he said, "I see the 
heavens opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God!" 57But 
they covered their ears, and with a loud shout all rushed together against 
him. 58Then they dragged him out of the city and began to stone him; and the 
witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 59While they 
were stoning Stephen, he prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit." 60Then he knelt 
down and cried out in a loud voice, "Lord, do not hold this sin against them." 
When he had said this, he died. 
 

1And Saul approved of their killing him. That day a severe persecution began 
against the church in Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered 
throughout the countryside of Judea and Samaria. 
 

The Word of the Lord,      Thanks be to God! 
 
Prayer: Almighty God, to whom your crucified Son prayed for the forgiveness of 
those who did not know what they were doing, grant that we, too, may be 
included in this prayer. Whether we sin out of ignorance or intention, be merciful 
to us and grant us your acceptance and peace. Also lead us to forgive, as we have 
been forgiven, following in the footsteps of St. Stephen, through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 



SECOND WORD: LUKE 23:43 
43He replied, "Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise." 

 
“Jesus, in Thy Dying Woes” vss. 4-6 

 
Jesus, pitying the sighs of the thief, who near thee dies, 

promising him paradise: hear us, holy Jesus. 
 

May we in our guilt and shame still thy love and mercy claim, 
calling humbly on thy name: hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

May our hearts to thee incline, looking from our cross to thine. 
Cheer our souls with hope divine: hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

SECOND WORD IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH ACTS 2:29-38 
29Fellow Israelites, I may say to you confidently of our ancestor David that he both 
died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 30Since he was a prophet, 
he knew that God had sworn with an oath to him that he would put one of his 
descendants on his throne. 31Foreseeing this, David spoke of the resurrection of 
the Messiah, saying, 'He was not abandoned to Hades, nor did his flesh 
experience corruption.' 32This Jesus God raised up, and of that all of us are 
witnesses. 33Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received 
from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you 
both see and hear. 34For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he himself 
says, 'The Lord said to my Lord,  "Sit at my right hand, 35until I make your enemies 
your footstool." ' 36Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty 
that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified." 
37Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and to 
the other apostles, "Brothers, what should we do?" 38Peter said to them, "Repent, 
and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that your sins 
may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
 

The Word of the Lord,      Thanks be to God! 
 
Prayer: O Lord Jesus Christ, who promised to the repentant the joy of paradise, 
enable us by your Holy Spirit to repent and to receive your grace in this world in 
the world to come. Lead us also to stand and to speak with those who have been 
unjustly maligned and persecuted, through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
 
 



THIRD WORD: JOHN 19:26-27 
26When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside 
her, he said to his mother, "Woman, here is your son." 27Then he said to the 
disciple, "Here is your mother." And from that hour the disciple took her into his 
own home. 

“Jesus, in Thy Dying Woes” vss. 7-9 
 

 Jesus, loving to the end her whose heart thy sorrows rend, 
and thy dearest human friend: hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

 May we in thy sorrows share, for thy sake all peril dare, 
and enjoy thy tender care: hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

 May we all thy loved ones be, all one holy family, 
loving for the love of thee: hear us, holy Jesus. 

 
THIRD WORD IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH: 1 JOHN 4:16B-21 
16So we have known and believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and 
those who abide in love abide in God, and God abides in them. 17Love has been 
perfected among us in this: that we may have boldness on the day of judgment, 
because as he is, so are we in this world. 18There is no fear in love, but perfect 
love casts out fear; for fear has to do with punishment, and whoever fears has not 
reached perfection in love. 19We love because he first loved us. 20Those who say, 
"I love God," and hate their brothers or sisters, are liars; for those who do not 
love a brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot love God whom they have 
not seen. 21The commandment we have from him is this: those who love God 
must love their brothers and sisters also. 
 

The Word of the Lord,      Thanks be to God! 
 
Prayer: O Blessed Savior, who in your hours of greatest suffering expressed 
compassion for your mother and made arrangements for her care, grant that we 
who seek to follow your example may show concern for the needs of others, 
reaching out to provide for those who suffer in our human family. Lead us also to 
love one another as Jesus first loved us; living out the truth that they will know we 
are Christians by love, through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 
FOURTH WORD: MATTHEW 27:46 
 

46And about three o'clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, "Eli, Eli, lema 
sabachthani?" that is, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" 

 



“Jesus, in Thy Dying Woes” vss. 10-12 
 

  Jesus, whelmed in fears unknown, with our evil left alone, 
while no light from heav’n is shown: hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

 When we seem in vain to pray and our hope seems far away, 
in the darkness be our stay: hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

 Though no Father seem to hear, though no light our spirits cheer, 
may we know that God is near: hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

FOURTH WORD IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH: 2 CORINTHIANS 12:2-10 
2I know a person in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third 
heaven — whether in the body or out of the body I do not know; God 
knows. 3And I know that such a person — whether in the body or out of the body I 
do not know; God knows — 4was caught up into Paradise and heard things that 
are not to be told, that no mortal is permitted to repeat. 5On behalf of such a one 
I will boast, but on my own behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses. 6But 
if I wish to boast, I will not be a fool, for I will be speaking the truth. But I refrain 
from it, so that no one may think better of me than what is seen in me or heard 
from me, 7even considering the exceptional character of the revelations. 
Therefore, to keep me from being too elated, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a 
messenger of Satan to torment me, to keep me from being too elated. 8Three 
times I appealed to the Lord about this, that it would leave me, 9but he said to 
me, "My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness." So, I 
will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may 
dwell in me. 10Therefore I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, 
persecutions, and calamities for the sake of Christ; for whenever I am weak, then I 
am strong. 
 

The Word of the Lord,      Thanks be to God! 
 
Prayer: Almighty God, who forsook your Son upon the cross showing the world 
your judgement upon human sin and guilt, grant us, upon hearing his cry, the 
grace to know and believe that we will never be forsaken, that he is present with 
us even to the end of the age. In times of trial and temptation, lead us also to 
draw upon the comfort and consolation of Scripture as Jesus did more than once 
on Good Friday, through Christ our Lord. Amen.      
 

 

 

 



FIFTH WORD: JOHN 19:28 
28After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill 
the scripture), "I am thirsty." 
 

“Jesus, in Thy Dying Woes” vss. 13-15 
 

Jesus, in thy thirst and pain, while thy wounds thy lifeblood drain, 
thirsting more our love to gain: hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

Thirst for us in mercy still; all thy holy work fulfill; 
satisfy thy loving will: hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

May we thirst thy love to know; lead us in our sin and woe 
where the healing waters flow: hear us, holy Jesus. 

 
FIFTH WORD IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH: MATTHEW 5:1-12 
1When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, 
his disciples came to him. 2Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying: 
3"Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
4"Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted. 
5"Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. 
6"Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be       
filled. 
7"Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy. 
8"Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
9"Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God. 
10"Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. 
11"Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds 
of evil against you falsely on my account 12Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is 
great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you. 
 

The Word of the Lord,      Thanks be to God! 
 
Prayer: O Blessed Savior, whose lips were dry and whose throat as parched, grant 
us the water of life that we who thirst after righteousness may find it quenched 
by your love and mercy. Following in your footsteps, also lead us to be 
practitioners of the righteousness for which we thirst; never losing sight of how 
each of us has been equipped for the sake of the common good, through Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 
SERMON 



HYMN OF THE DAY                          “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
SIXTH WORD: JOHN 19:30 
 

30When Jesus had received the wine, he said, "It is finished." Then he bowed his 
head and gave up his spirit. 
 

“Jesus, in Thy Dying Woes” vss. 16-18 
 

 Jesus, all our ransom paid, all thy Father’s will obeyed; 
by thy suff’rings perfect made: hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

 Save us in our soul’s distress; be our help to cheer and bless, 
while we grow in holiness: hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

 Brighten all our heav’nward way with an ever holier ray 
till we pass to perfect day: hear us, holy Jesus. 

 
SIXTH WORD IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH: HEBREWS 10:1-18 
 

1Since the law has only a shadow of the good things to come and not the true 
form of these realities, it can never, by the same sacrifices that are continually 
offered year after year, make perfect those who approach. 2Otherwise, would 
they not have ceased being offered, since the worshipers, cleansed once for all, 
would no longer have any consciousness of sin? 3But in these sacrifices there is a 



reminder of sin year after year. 4For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and 
goats to take away sins. 5Consequently, when Christ came into the world, he said, 
 "Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired, but a body you have prepared for 
me; 6in burnt offerings and sin offerings you have taken no pleasure. 
 7Then I said, 'See, God, I have come to do your will, O God' (in the scroll of the 
book it is written of me)." 
8When he said above, "You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices 
and offerings and burnt offerings and sin offerings" (these are offered according 
to the law), 9then he added, "See, I have come to do your will." He abolishes the 
first in order to establish the second. 10And it is by God's will that we have been 
sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 
 

11And every priest stands day after day at his service, offering again and again the 
same sacrifices that can never take away sins. 12But when Christ had offered for 
all time a single sacrifice for sins, "he sat down at the right hand of God," 13and 
since then has been waiting "until his enemies would be made a footstool for his 
feet." 14For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who are 
sanctified. 15And the Holy Spirit also testifies to us, for after saying, 16"This is the 
covenant that I will make with them after those days, says the Lord: I will put my 
laws in their hearts, and I will write them on their minds," 17he also adds, "I will 
remember their sins and their lawless deeds no more." 18Where there is 
forgiveness of these, there is no longer any offering for sin. 
 

The Word of the Lord,      Thanks be to God! 
 
Prayer: O Lord Jesus Christ, who finished the work that you were sent to do, 
enable us by your Holy Spirit to be faithful to your call. Grant us strength to bear 
our crosses and endure our sufferings, even unto death. Trusting and never 
forgetting that you finished our salvation on the cross once and for all, enable us 
to live and love so faithfully that we also become good news to the world, joining 
your witness, O Christ, in whose name we pray. Amen. 
 
SEVENTH WORD: LUKE 23:46 
 

46Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, "Father, into your hands I commend 
my spirit." Having said this, he breathed his last. 
 

“Jesus, in Thy Dying Woes” vss. 19-21 
 

 Jesus, all thy labor vast, all thy woe and conflict past; 
yielding up thy soul at last: hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

 When the death shades round us low’r, guard us from the tempter’s pow’r, 
keep us in that trial hour: hear us, holy Jesus. 

 



 May thy life and death supply grace to live and grace to die, 
grace to reach the home on high: hear us, holy Jesus. 

 
SEVENTH WORD IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH: PHILIPPIANS 3:4B-14 
4even though I, too, have reason for confidence in the flesh. If anyone else has 
reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more: 5circumcised on the eighth day, a 
member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew born of 
Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to 
righteousness under the law, blameless. 7Yet whatever gains I had, these I have 
come to regard as loss because of Christ. 8More than that, I regard everything as 
loss because of the surpassing value of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake 
I have suffered the loss of all things, and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I 
may gain Christ 9and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that 
comes from the law, but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness 
from God based on faith. 10I want to know Christ and the power of his 
resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings by becoming like him in his 
death, 11if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead. 
12Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal; but I 
press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his 
own. 13Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own but this one thing I 
do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, 14I press 
on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.  
 

The Word of the Lord,      Thanks be to God! 
 
Prayer: Father, into whose hands your Son Jesus Christ commended his spirit, 
grant that we too, following his example and leaning forward toward the 
promised moment when all will be made new by your grace, may in all life and at 
the moment of our death entrust our lives into your faithful hands of love, 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
BIDDING PRAYERS 
 

P: Let us pray, brothers and sisters, for the holy church throughout the world. 
 

Silent prayer. 
 

P: Almighty and eternal God, you have shown your glory to all nations in Jesus 
Christ. By your Holy Spirit guide the church and gather it throughout the world. 
Help it to persevere in faith, proclaim your name, and bring the good news of 
salvation in Christ to all people. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
 

A: Amen. 
 



P: Let us pray for name/s  our bishops, for  name/s  our pastor(s), for  name/s  and 
all servants of the church, and for all the people of God. 
 

Silent prayer. 
 

P: Almighty and eternal God, your Spirit guides the church and makes it holy. 
Strengthen and uphold our bishops, pastors, other ministers, and lay leaders. 
Keep them in health and safety for the good of the church, and help each of us in 
our various vocations to do faithfully the work to which you have called us. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
 

A: Amen. 
 
P: Let us pray for those preparing for baptism. 
 

Silent prayer. 
 

P: Almighty and eternal God, you continue to bless the church. 
Increase the faith and understanding of those preparing for baptism. 
Give them new birth as your children, and keep them in the faith and communion 
of your holy church. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
A: Amen. 
 
P: Let us pray for our sisters and brothers who share our faith in Jesus Christ. 
 

Silent prayer. 
 

P: Almighty and eternal God, you give your church unity. Look with favor on all 
who follow Jesus your Son. Make all the baptized one in the fullness of faith, 
and keep us united in the fellowship of love. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
 

A: Amen. 
 
P: Let us pray for the Jewish people, the first to hear the word of God. 
 

Silent prayer. 
 

P: Almighty and eternal God, long ago you gave your promise to Abraham and 
your teaching to Moses. Hear our prayers that the people you called and elected 
as your own may receive the fulfillment of the covenant’s promises. We ask this 
through Christ our Lord. 
 

A: Amen. 
 
Let us pray for those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ. 
 

Silent prayer. 
 

Almighty and eternal God, gather into your embrace all those who call out to you 
under different names. Bring an end to inter-religious strife, and make us more 



faithful witnesses of the love made known to us in your Son. We ask this through 
Christ our Lord. 
 

A: Amen. 
 
P: Let us pray for those who do not believe in God. 
 

Silent prayer. 
 

P: Almighty and eternal God, you created humanity so that all may long to know 
you and find peace in you. Grant that all may recognize the signs of your love and 
grace in the world and in the lives of Christians, and gladly acknowledge you as 
the one true God. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
 

A: Amen. 
 
P: Let us pray for God's creation. 
 

Silent prayer. 
 

P: Almighty and eternal God, you are the creator of a magnificent universe. 
Hold all the worlds in the arms of your care and bring all things to fulfillment in 
you. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
 

A: Amen. 
 
P: Let us pray for those who serve in public office. 
 

Silent prayer. 
 

P: Almighty and eternal God, you are the champion of the poor and oppressed. 
In your goodness, give wisdom to those in authority, so that all people may enjoy 
justice, peace, freedom, and a share in the goodness of your creation. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
 

A: Amen. 
 
Let us pray for those in need. 
 

Silent prayer. 
 

Almighty and eternal God, you give strength to the weary and new courage to 
those who have lost heart. Heal the sick, comfort the dying, give safety to 
travelers, free those unjustly deprived of liberty, and deliver your world from 
falsehood, hunger, and disease. Hear the prayers of all who call on you in any 
trouble, that they may have the joy of receiving your help in their need. We ask 
this through Christ our Lord. 
 

Amen. 
 



P: Finally, let us pray for all those things for which our Lord would have us ask. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

A: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
PSALM 22 
 

P: My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why so far from saving me, so 
far from the words of my groaning? 
 

A: My God, I cry out by day, but you do not answer; by night, but I find no rest. 
 

P: Yet you are the Holy One, enthroned on the praises of Israel. 
 

A: Our ancestors put their trust in you, they trusted, and you rescued them.  
 

P: They cried out to you and were delivered; they trusted in you and were not put 
to shame. 
 

A: But as for me, I am a worm and not human, scorned by all and despised by 
the people.  
 

P: All who see me laugh me to scorn; they curl their lips; they shake their heads. 
 

A: “Trust in the LORD; let the LORD deliver; let God rescue him if God so delights 
in him.”  
 

P: Yet you are the one who drew me forth from the womb, and kept me safe on 
my mother’s breast. 
 

A: I have been entrusted to you ever since I was born; you were my God when I 
was still in my mother’s womb. 
 

P: Be not far from me, for trouble is near, and there is no one to help. 
 

A: Many young bulls encircle me; strong bulls of Bashan surround me.   
 

P: They open wide their jaws at me, like a slashing and roaring lion. 
 

A: I am poured out like water; all my bones are out of joint; my heart within my 
breast is melting wax. 
 

P: My strength is dried up like a potsherd; my tongue sticks to the roof of my 
mouth; and you have laid me in the dust of death. 
 



A: Packs of dogs close me in, a band of evildoers circles round me; they pierce 
my hands and my feet.  
 

P: I can count all my bones while they stare at me and gloat. 
 

A: They divide my garments among them; for my clothing, they cast lots. 
 

P: But you, O LORD, be not far away; O my help, hasten to my aid. 
 

A: Deliver me from the sword, my life from the power of the dog. 
 

P: Save me from the lion’s mouth! From the horns of wild bulls you have rescued 
me. 
 

A: I will declare your name to my people; in the midst of the assembly I will 
praise you.  
 

P: You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line, give glory. Stand in 
awe of the LORD, all you off-spring of Israel. 
 

A: For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in their poverty; neither is 
the LORD‘s face hidden from them; but when they cry out, the LORD hears them. 
 

P: From you comes my praise in the great assembly; I will perform my vows in the 
sight of those who fear the LORD. 
 

A: The poor shall eat and be satisfied, Let those who seek the LORD give praise! 
May your hearts live forever! 
 

P: All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; all the families of 
nations shall bow before God. 
 

A: For dominion belongs to the LORD, who rules over the nations.  
 

P: Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; all who go down 
to the dust, though they be dead, shall kneel before the LORD. 
 

A: Their descendants shall serve the LORD, whom they shall proclaim to 
generations to come. 
 

P: They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn, saying to them, 
“The LORD has acted!”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


