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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

P: We gather in the name of our baptism, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.       A: Amen. 
 

P: In these forty days, let us be honest, confess our sin, and receive God’s promise 
of mercy. 
 

P: God at the margins, 
 

A: We have wandered far from your home; again and again, we lose our way. 
We turn inward, afraid of the world around us. We forget that you have saved 
your people before and promise to do so again. Do not remember the deeds of 
our past, but turn our faces toward the future, where your forgiveness is sure, 
your welcome is clear, and your love overflows. Amen. 
 

P: Like a hen who gathers her chicks, God embraces you in tender care. Like 
manna in the desert, God feeds you with surprising mercy. Like a loving parent, 
God runs to meet you again this day, forgiving your sins for the sake of ☩ Christ, 
leading you from death into life.      A: Amen. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE       “Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song as I Journey” 
                                                     Cumberland Valley Chorus 

 

Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I journey; 
I’ll tell everybody about you whenever I go. 

 

You alone are our life and our peace and our love. 
Lord Jesus, you shall be my song as I journey. 

 

Lord Jesus, I’ll praise you as long as I journey. 
May all of my joy be a faithful reflection of you. 

 

May the earth and the sea and the sky join my song. 
Lord Jesus, I’’ praise you as long as I journey. 

 

As long as I live, Jesus make me your servant 
To carry your cross and to share all your burdens and tears. 

 

For you saved me by giving your body and blood 
As long as I live, Jesus, make me your servant 

 

I fear in the dark and the doubt of my journey; 
But courage will come with the sound of your steps by my side. 

 

And with all of the family you saved by your love. 
We’ll sing to your dawn at the end of our journey. 

 
 
 



GREETING 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.       A: And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P: O God, by the passion of your Son you made an instrument of shameful death 
into the means of life. Grant us so to glory in the cross of Christ that we may 
gladly suffer shame and loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.        A: Amen.  
 
FIRST READING: GENESIS 17:1-7, 15-16 
 

As with Noah, God makes an everlasting covenant with Abraham and Sarah. God 
promises this old couple that they will be the ancestors of nations, though they 
have no child together. God will miraculously bring forth new life from Sarah’s 
womb. The name changes emphasize the firmness of God’s promise. 
 

         1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram, and 
said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be blameless. 2And I will 
make my covenant between me and you, and will make you exceedingly 
numerous.” 3Then Abram fell on his face; and God said to him, 4“As for me, this is 
my covenant with you: You shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 5No 
longer shall your name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have 
made you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 6I will make you exceedingly 
fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall come from you. 7I will 
establish my covenant between me and you, and your offspring after you 
throughout their generations, for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and 
to your offspring after you.” 
  15God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not call her Sarai, but 
Sarah shall be her name. 16I will bless her, and moreover I will give you a son by 
her. I will bless her, and she shall give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come 
from her.” 
 

R: The word of the Lord,                                                           A: Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



PSALMODY:                                     “Texas Kyrie” 
from Jonathan Rundman’s “A Heartland Liturgy” 

 

Lord, have mercy, Lord, have mercy 
Christ, have mercy, Christ, have mercy 

 

We pray for the peace from above. 
We pray for our salvation. 

 

Lord, have mercy, Lord, have mercy 
Christ, have mercy, Christ, have mercy 

 

We pray for peace in the world. 
We pray for wellness in your church. 

We pray for the unity of all. 
 

Lord, have mercy, Lord, have mercy 
Christ, have mercy, Christ, have mercy 

 

We pray for this holy place. 
We pray for all who gathered here. 

 

Lord, have mercy, Lord, have mercy 
Christ, have mercy, Christ, have mercy 

 

O Lord, help us, save us. 
O Lord comfort and defend us. 

 

Amen, Amen. 
Amen, Amen. 
Amen, Amen. 
Amen, Amen. 

 
SECOND READING: ROMANS 4:13-25 
 

Paul presents Abraham as the example for how a person comes into a right 
relationship with God not through works of the law but through faith. Though 
Abraham and Sarah were far too old for bearing children, Abraham trusted that 
God would accomplish what God had promised to accomplish. 
 

        13The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to Abraham or to 
his descendants through the law but through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is 
the adherents of the law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is 
void. 15For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there 
violation. 
  16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may rest on 
grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to the adherents of the 
law but also to those who share the faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of 
us, 17as it is written, “I have made you the father of many nations”)—in the 



presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls 
into existence the things that do not exist. 18Hoping against hope, he believed that 
he would become “the father of many nations,” according to what was said, “So 
numerous shall your descendants be.” 19He did not weaken in faith when he 
considered his own body, which was already as good as dead (for he was about a 
hundred years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 20No 
distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he grew strong in 
his faith as he gave glory to God, 21being fully convinced that God was able to do 
what he had promised. 22Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as 
righteousness.” 23Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for 
his sake alone, 24but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him 
who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25who was handed over to death for our 
trespasses and was raised for our justification. 
 

R: The word of the Lord,                                                                 A: Thanks be to God! 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

P: Return to the Lord your God! 
 

A: May I never boast of anything except the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by 
which the world is crucified to me, and I to the world.  
 

P: For the Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast 
love. 

GOSPEL: MARK 8:31-38 
 

P: The holy Gospel according to Mark,                                    A: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

After Peter confesses his belief that Jesus is the Messiah, Jesus tells his disciples for 
the first time what is to come. Peter’s response indicates that he does not yet 
understand the way of the cross that Jesus will travel. 
 

       31[Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great 
suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be 
killed, and after three days rise again.32He said all this quite openly. And Peter 
took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, 
he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind 
not on divine things but on human things.” 
  34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to 
become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and 
follow me. 35For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose 
their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it 
profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they 
give in return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in 



this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be 
ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 
 

P: The gospel of the Lord,                                                       A: Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
SERMON  
 
HYMN OF PRAISE             “Tree of Life and Awesome Mystery”  

       as interpreted by Dan Gresh 
 

Tree of Life and awesome myst'ry, 
in your death we are reborn; 

though you die in all of hist'ry, 
still you rise with ev'ry morn, 
still you rise with ev'ry morn. 

 

We remember truth once spoken, 
love passed on through act and word; 

ev'ry person lost and broken 
wears the body of our Lord, 
wears the body of our Lord. 

 

Christ, you lead and we shall follow, 
stumbling though our steps may be; 

one with you in joy and sorrow, 
we the river, you the sea, 
we the river, you the sea. 

 

In our call to be a blessing, 
may we be a blessing true; 

may we live and die confessing 
Christ as Lord of all we do. 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED  
 

A: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 
Amen. 



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

P: Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and 
all in need. 
 

P: Your gift of grace is for all people. Give confident faith to all the baptized, that 
they may follow you wholeheartedly. Give new believers joy in your promises; 
give hope and courage to those who suffer for their faith. Hear us, O God.  
         A: Your mercy is great. 

P: All the ends of the earth worship you. From galaxies to microorganisms, 
preserve your creation. Teach humanity to wonder at your works and to join you 
in tending to creation’s well-being. Hear us, O God. A: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: You rule over the nations. Raise up advocates for peace and justice within and 
between nations. Give life where hope seems dead; call into existence new 
realities we cannot even imagine. (Here specific places of need may be named.) 
Hear us, O God.       A: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: In Jesus you joined humanity in suffering and death. Reveal to all the depth of 
your love shown on the cross. Accompany all who suffer in body, mind, and spirit. 
Restore all who are sick or grieving. Bring vindication for victims of injustice, 
exploitation, and oppression (especially). Hear us, O God.    
         A: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: You made Abraham and Sarah the ancestors of a multitude of nations. Bless 
grandparents, parents, and foster parents, and the children who look to them for 
care and guidance. Console those who deal with infertility, parents who have 
entrusted their children to adoption, and children longing to be adopted. Equip 
ministries and services to families. Hear us, O God.  A: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: We await the day of Christ’s coming in glory. Lead us by the example of all the 
saints whom you have called to take up their cross and follow you, that together 
we may find our lives in you. Hear us, O God.  A: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: Heavenly Father we turn to you as the Allegheny Synod is preparing for our 
Assembly in June.  Lead us to pray. Open our hearts to hear your voice. Let us 
know that your will shall be done. Give us the faith to trust in you. Hear us, O God. 
         A: Your mercy is great. 
 

P: We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.       A: Amen. 

 
PEACE  

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.    A: And also with you.  
 
 



OFFERING PRAYER  
 

P: God of all goodness, 
 

A: generations have turned to you, gathered around your table, and shared your 
blessings. Number us among them, as we gather these gifts from your 
abundance, and give thanks for your rich blessings, we may feast upon your 
very self and care for all that you have made, through Jesus Christ, our 
Sovereign and Servant. Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE  
 

P: The Lord be with you.      A: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts.      A: We lift them to the Lord.  

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                 A: It is right to give our thanks 
and praise.  

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 

P: O God most mighty, O God most merciful, O God our rock and our salvation, 
hear us as we praise, call us to your table, grant us your life. When the earth was 
a formless void, you formed order and beauty. When Abraham and Sarah were 
barren, you sent them a child; When the Israelites were enslaved, you led them to 
freedom. Ruth faced starvation, David fought Goliath, and the psalmists cried out 
for healing, and full of compassion, you granted the people your life. You entered 
our sorrows in Jesus our brother. He was born among the poor, he lived under 
oppression, he wept over the city. With infinite love, he granted the people your 
life. 
 

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.   
 

P: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

P: Remembering his death, we cry out Amen.     A: Amen. 
P: Celebrating his resurrection, we shout Amen.     A: Amen. 
P: Trusting his presence in every time and place, we plead Amen.  A: Amen. 
 

P: O God, you are Breath: send your Spirit on this meal. O God, you are Bread: 
feed us with yourself. O God, you are wine: warm our hearts and make us one. O 
God, you are Fire: transform us with hope. O God most majestic, O God most 
motherly, O God our strength and our song, you show us a vision of a tree of life 
with fruits for all and leaves that heal the nations. Grant us such life, the life of the 



Father to the Son, the life of the Spirit of our risen Savior, life in you, now and 
forever.          A: Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

A: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P: Return to God with all your heart. Receive bread for the journey, drink for the 
desert. 
 
SHARING OF COMMUNION 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

P: Compassionate God,   
 

A: you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten 
pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice, our alms, a making of peace, 
and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN:             “Bridge Over Troubled Water “ 
                                                         by Johnny Cash 
 

When you're weary 
Feeling small 

When tears are in your eyes 
I'll dry them all 

I'm on your side 
Oh, when times get rough 

And friends just can't be found 
 

Like a bridge over troubled water 
I will lay me down 

Like a bridge over troubled water 
I will lay me down 

 

When you're down and out 
When you're on the street 
When evening falls so hard 



I will comfort you 
I'll take your part 

Oh, when darkness comes 
And pain is all around 

 

Like a bridge over troubled water 
I will lay me down 

Like a bridge over troubled water 
I will lay me down 

 

Sail on silver girl 
Sail on by 

Your time has come to shine 
All your dreams are on their way 

See how they shine 
Oh, if you need a friend 
I'm sailing right behind 

 

Like a bridge over troubled water 
I will ease your mind 

Like a bridge over troubled water 
I will ease your mind 

 
BLESSING 
 

P: May God who has called us forth from the dust of the earth, claiming us as 
children of the light, strengthen you on your journey into life renewed. The Lord 
bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. The 
Lord look upon you with favor and give you ☩ peace.     A: Amen. 
 
DISMISSAL 
 

P: With faith renewed, hope restored, and loved revived, we go, 
 

A: to invite every generation on a shared journey to Christian growth. 
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