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THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 
 

P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
 

A: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

P: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are raised with him to new life. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. We give you thanks, O God, for in the 
beginning you created us in your image and planted us in a well-watered garden. 
In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched, and you gave us water 
from the rock. 
 

P: When we did not know the way, you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still 
waters. At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, and on this day, 
you shower us again with the water of life. 
 

P: We praise you for your salvation through water, for the water in this font, and 
for all water everywhere. Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. Satisfy the 
thirsty, and give us the life only you can give. To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
 

A: Amen. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE                       “Mary, Did You Know” 

by Voctave with Mark Lowry 
 

Mary did you know that your baby boy will one day walk on water? 
Mary did you know your baby boy will save our sons and daughters? 

Did you know that you baby boy has come to make you new? 
And this child that you've delivered will soon deliver you 

Mary did you know that your baby boy will give sight to the blind man? 
Mary did you know your baby boy will calm the storm with his hand? 

Did you know that your baby boy has walked where angels trod? 
When you kiss your little baby, you have kissed the face of God 

Oh Mary did you know 
The blind will see, the deaf will hear, the dead will leave again, the lame will leap, 

the dumb will speak the praises of the Lamb! 
Mary did you know that your baby boy is Lord of all creation? 

Mary did you know that your baby boy will one day rule the nations? 
Did you know that your baby boy is Heaven's perfect Lamb? 

The sleeping child you're holding is the great I am! 
 
GREETING 
 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.       A: And also with you. 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

P: Holy God, creator of light and all goodness, your voice moves over the waters. 
Bathe us in your grace, transform us by your Spirit, and make us followers of your 
Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever.          A: Amen. 

FIRST READING: GENESIS 1:1-5 
 

Out of chaos, God brings order. Out of the formless void, God brings light. This 
familiar story was good news for the Israelites, who experienced much chaos in 
their history. It remains good news for us. God created and continues to create 
new life. 
 

1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a 
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God 
swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there 
was light. 4And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from 
the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And 
there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 
 

R: The word of the Lord,                                                                A: Thanks be to God! 

PSALMODY:                                  “Morning Has Broken”  
by Cat Stevens 

 

Morning has broken like the first morning 
Blackbird has spoken like the first bird 

Praise for the singing, praise for the morning 
Praise for them springing fresh from the Word 

 
Sweet the rain's new fall, sunlit from Heaven 

Like the first dew fall on the first grass 
Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden 
Sprung in completeness where His feet pass 

 
Mine is the sunlight, mine is the morning 

Born of the One light Eden saw play 
Praise with elation, praise every morning 

God's recreation of the new day 
 

Morning has broken like the first morning 
Blackbird has spoken like the first bird 

Praise for the singing, praise for the morning 
Praise for them springing fresh from the Word 



SECOND READING: ACTS 19:1-7 
 

In Ephesus, Paul encounters people who had received John’s baptism of 
repentance but had never heard of the Holy Spirit or of baptism in the name of 
Jesus. After Paul baptizes them, the Holy Spirit comes upon them and empowers 
them with gifts of the Spirit. 
 

1While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came 
to Ephesus, where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive 
the Holy Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even 
heard that there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then he said, “Into what then were you 
baptized?” They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 4Paul said, “John baptized with 
the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to 
come after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were baptized in the 
name of the Lord Jesus. 6When Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit 
came upon them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied—7altogether there 
were about twelve of them. 
 

R: The word of the Lord,                                                                 A: Thanks be to God! 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

P: Alleluia!  
 

A: “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.”  
 

P: Alleluia! 
 
GOSPEL: MARK 1:4-11 
 

P: The holy Gospel according to Mark,                                    A: Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

Mark’s gospel reports the story of Jesus’ baptism with some irony: the one on 
whom the Spirit descends is himself the one who will baptize others with the Holy 
Spirit. 
 

        4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean 
countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were 
baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed 
with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild 
honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; 
I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals. 8I have 
baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 
  9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in 
the Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens 



torn apart and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from 
heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
 

P: The gospel of the Lord,                                                       A: Praise to you, O Christ! 
 
SERMON  
 
HYMN OF PRAISE               “We Know that Christ Is Raised” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 
 

P: Dear friends, we give thanks for the gift of baptism as we come before God to 
make public affirmation of baptism into Christ. 
 

P: Let us pray. Merciful God, we thank you for adopting us through baptism. You 
have called us to yourself, enlightened us with the Spirit’s gifts, and nourished us 
through this faith community. Uphold us and all your servants and unite the 
hearts of all your adopted children. We ask this in the name of Christ.   

A: Amen. 
 

P: Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God, the powers of this 
world that rebel against God, and the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
         All: I renounce them. 
 

 
 



P: Do you believe in God the Father? 
 

All: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
 

All: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he 
will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
 

All: I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. 
 

P: You have publicly professed your faith. Will you continue to live into your 
baptism: gathering with the baptized, hearing God’s word and sharing in holy 
communion, proclaiming God’s good news in Christ through word and deed, 
serving all people, and striving for universal justice and peace? 
 

All: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 

P: People of God, do you promise to support and pray for one another in your life 
in Christ? 
 

All: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
 

P: Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit 
you give us new birth, cleanse us from sin, and raise us to eternal life. Stir up in 
your people the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, 
the spirit of joy in your presence both now and forever.   All: Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

P: Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the 
church, the world, and all people in need. 
 
P: For the church throughout the world and its leaders, that guided by the Holy 
Spirit they proclaim the forgiveness of sins, let us pray. 

A: Have mercy, O God. 
 

P: For wilderness and water, wind and wild beasts, and all living things on earth, 
that God’s goodness is revealed through creation and faithful stewards care for all 
God has made, let us pray.     A: Have mercy, O God. 



P: For the nations of the world and their leaders, for laborers busy both day and 
night, and for peacemakers amid strife, that God inspire all people to use their 
strength wisely, let us pray.     A: Have mercy, O God. 

P: For the sick and those who provide medical care, for the imprisoned and those 
who show them mercy, for the lonely and those who provide companionship, for 
all who suffer (especially), that God shower compassion, let us pray. 

A: Have mercy, O God. 
 

P: For the congregation gathered here, for students returning to school, for those 
seeking renewal in their daily work, that all the beloved of God experience grace 
and peace, let us pray.      A: Have mercy, O God. 
 

P: In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their labors, that 
their witness inspire us in our baptismal vocations, let us pray. 

A: Have mercy, O God. 
 

P: Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of 
the one who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 

A: Amen. 
 
PEACE  

P: The peace of Christ be with you always.    A: And also with you.  
 
OFFERING PRAYER  
 

P: God of wonder,  
 

A: Placing bread and wine upon your table, we dedicate to you our lives and all 
that you have made. Pour out your Spirit, as we wait for your mercy, long for 
your peace, and hunger and thirst for Jesus Christ, our banquet of life.  Amen. 
 
DIALOGUE  
 

P: The Lord be with you.      A: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts.      A: We lift them to the Lord.  

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.                 A: It is right to give our thanks 
and praise.  

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

P: Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In 
great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and 
suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened 
his arms to all. 
 



P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

P: Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people 
for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

P: Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his 
coming in glory. Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the 
wills of all who share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our 
Lord; to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and 
forever.         A: Amen. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

P: Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
 

All: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and 
the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

P: Joy to the world! The Lord is come. Let every heart receive your Savior. 
 
SHARING OF COMMUNION 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

P: God of wonder, 
 

A: in Jesus we behold the light of the world come near. As you have come 
among us now, send us out in joy, hastening to share the good news of your 
love. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit dwelling among us 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN:                  “Lean on Me” by Bill Withers 
 

Sometimes in our lives 
We all have pain 

We all have sorrow 
But if we are wise 

We know that there's always tomorrow 
 



Lean on me 
When you're not strong 

And I'll be your friend 
I'll help you carry on... 

For it won't be long 
Till I'm gonna need somebody to lean on 

 

Please swallow your pride 
If I have things you need to borrow 

For no one can fill 
Those of your needs that you won't let show 

 

You just call on me brother when you need a hand 
We all need somebody to lean on 

I just might have a problem that you'll understand 
We all need somebody to lean on 

 

Lean on me 
When you're not strong 

And I'll be your friend 
I'll help you carry on... 

For it won't be long 
Till I'm gonna need somebody to lean on 

 

You just call on me brother 
When you need a hand 

We all need somebody to lean on 
I just might have a problem that you'll understand 

We all need somebody to lean on 
 

If there is a load you have to bear 
That you can't carry 
I'm right up the road 

I'll share your load 
If you just call me 

 

Call me If you need a friend 
(Call me) Call me 

If you need a friend (Call me) 
If you ever need a friend 

(Call me) Call me 
If you need a friend 

(Call me) Call me 
 
 



BLESSING OF NATIVITY SET 
 

P: Sisters and brothers, today we give thanks to God and we seek God’s blessing 
as we set apart this Nativity set to the glory of God.  
 

P: Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, creator of the universe, for you have 
enriched our lives with every good and perfect gift; you have commanded us to 
show your splendor to our children; and you have invited us to praise you with 
lives of love, justice, and joy.  
 

P: Send your blessing on this Nativity set, which we set apart today; may the 
material things of your creation, shaped by human hands, draw our hearts to 
things that can be seen only by the eye of faith. 
 
BLESSING 
 

P: God the Creator who delights in you, Jesus the Savior who is born for you, and 
the lifegiving Spirit who shines on you, ☩ bless you and keep you in hope and 
peace.                                       A: Amen.  
 
DISMISSAL 
 

P: Glory to God in the highest!   A: Peace to God’s people on earth! 
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